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Fees to rise in fall
Room and board rates increase for students.

2008

Tiger Band to
"Idolize" show
A competition in the spirit of
"American Idol" comes to campus

COHEN SIMPSON
Increases slated to
fund resident life
programs, technology
upgrades, facility
improvements, and
other inflationary
costs.

*Sfl
HOUSING
$200/year

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

DINING

6% increase means a
$37-$85 per semester
additional cost to fund |
rising cost of food,
labor, utilities and
capital improvements

$74-170/year
ROSS KUCSERA/managing editor
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6.05%

6%

Board of Trustees approved fee increases will
mean an average room and board increase of $261.
COHEN SIMPSON
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

On Feb. 7, the Clemson
University's Board of Trustee's decision passed an increase in housing
and meal plan fees to improve living
conditions, as well as meet the inflation costs of material and labor.
The housing increase will be
approximately 6.05 percent, which
averages to be approximately an
additional $200 a year, depending on
where a student chooses to live.
Executive Director of Housing
Doug Hallenbeck explained that the
rate increases will go to resident
life programs, technology upgrades,
living learning programs, facility
improvements and to cover inflationary costs.
Hallenbeck also explained that

these rate increases would also further the goal to make the best on
campus living experience for students.The Board of Trustees also
approved a rate increase on all campus meal plans.
The 6 percent increase will mean
between $37 and $85 a semester,
depending on which meal plan a
student purchases.
These approved increases for
average room and board costs will
go up an additional $261.
This room and board rate
increase does not come unexpectedly, over the past five years Clemson
University has seen a continuous
increase in tuition costs.
Room and board prices increased
$94 from the Fall 2005 to the Fall
2006 semester.
In Fall 2007, room and board

costs went up an additional $296.
Although the approved rate
increases will mean more expenses
for students, the increase is not higher than that of last year.
Additional information on rising
tuition and living costs can be found
on the Board of Trustees Webpage,
under Fiscal Affairs at w ww.clemson.
edu/administration/bot.
The Board of Trustees also
approved the Clemson University
Inquiry in Motion Institute.
The new addition to Clemson
will be a master's degree program in
industrial engineering.
The program will specialize in
supply chain and logistics studies.
The Quarterly Spring Board of
Trustees meeting is scheduled for
April 17, and it will be held in the
MacUs* Conference Center.

In 2006 Tiger Band gave back
to the community by performing
a show that used the music of
the famous Broadway production
"RENT" to highlight the work of
the Clemson chapter of Habitat
for Humanity.
Then in 2007, the Sound that
Shakes the Southland presented
fans with a show based on the
popular video game series Guitar
Hero.
But now after two successful shows, both of which were
recognized by the College Band
Directors Association for excellence and creativity, Tiger Band
wants to offer fans something
new - its rendition of American
Idol by the name of "Clemson
Hero."
The concept, devised by Dr.
Mark Spede, will further bridge
the gap between performer and
audience by incorporating a
"live" aspect, allowing the crowd
to select the Clemson Hero on
the spot.
The event will premier during the halftime show of the S.C.
State football game on Sept. 20.
Three finalists will sing live in
Death Valley and the crowd will
determine the Clemson Hero via
applause and general response.
The grand prizewinner will
receive a cash prize and sing the
grand finale of the show.

The production will be coordinated with Paw Vision to show
behind the scenes clips, funny
moments, live action and other
related scenes, continuing the
integrating of the video screen
within the performances of Tiger
Band.
Spede praised the innovative
attitude of his band and its continued use of the Memorial Stadium
jumbotron.
"Tiger Band members love
charting new territory not only
with our half-time shows; our
new pre-game video entrance is
believed to be the first of its kind
in the country."
The three finalists are selected
by judges, who are yet to be determined, from a pool of Clemson
students.
Spede, who received the idea
in a dream, encouraged all interested students to audition.
"Just come prepared to sing
a one minute selection of your
choice. We're looking for that
star power, personality, and great
voice that will captivate our Death
Valley fans and turn the winner
into the first 'Clemson Hero!'"
An open casting call will be
held at the Brooks Center Sunday,
April 27 at 7 pm in room 112.
Students must bring his or her
best a capella vocal choice.
For more information about
the upcomming event contact
Dr. Spede at mspede@exchange.
clemson.edu.
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Greek organizations have been a longstanding tradition on Clemson University's
campus. Among the most culturally-rich and
deeply-rooted are the fraternities and sororities that are a part of the National PanHellenic Council (NPHC).
Founded during a time when AfricanAmerican college students were refused the
basic rights and privileges afforded to other
students, the NPHC is an organization that
oversees nine international historically black
Greek groups. Clemson boasts eight of these
organizations, each with their own ideals
and goals for fulfilling community and social
justice.
Alpha Kappa Alpha: The Lambda Theta
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated consists of 27 ladies whom in
the interest of upholding their purpose; to be
of service to ALL mankind, can often be found
playing a progressive role in service projects
campus wide. Having participated in Relay
for Life, Take Back the Night and Adopt-AHighway, the ladies of Lambda Theta are
clearly about service.
Alpha Phi Alpha: Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., is the nation's oldest and
largest predominantly black Greek-letter
fraternity established by college students.
Founded on December 4, 1906 on the campus of Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity has more than 750 chapters worldwide with over 170,000 members
initiated. Pi Alpha Chapter is the Clemson
Universitv Chapter established on February
23. 1983.''
Phi Beta Sigma: The purpose of Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity Inc. is to uplift the commumiw hy striving for excellence and helping oth„§Neve. Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.
was founded January 9. 1914 on the campus
ol Howard University. The fraternity's vision
";s been crystallized into the three principles
ol Brotherhood, scholarship and service.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority: With a foundation
based on the belief that sorority elitism and
socializing should not overshadow its goal to

chel Glenn
promote social awareness and address prejudices, poverty and health concerns of the
community. The organization was founded
on January 16, 1970 at Howard University by
five women who valued the ideals of scholarship, sisterly love, service and finer womanhood.
Sigma Gamma Rho: Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Inc. was organized on November
12, 1922 in Indianapolis, Indiana by seven
young educators. As its Web site describes,
the sorority is "soaring to greater heights of
attainment around the world" as a leading
national service organization, having met the
challenges still facing minorities today. The
sisters continue to grow through Sisterhood,
Scholarship and Service.
Omega Psi Phi: Founded on November
17th, 1911 on the campus of Howard
University, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity carries the motto "Friendship is Essential to the
Soul." Among its sponsored projects, the
organization has planned the Malcolm vs.
Martin forum, Mardi Gras Week, ColemaruLuv
Week, Sexual Awareness forum, Founder's
Week, and Young Male Mentoring. Omega
Psi Phi also aims to uplift the community through service, scholarship and higher
social and academic attainment.
Kappa Alpha Psi: The fundamental purpose of Kappa Alpha Psi is achievement
in every field of human endeavor. Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. was founded on'
January 5th, 1911 on the campus of Indiana
University. Members of the organization seek
to uphold the objectives of the fraternity and
the^isions of the frateni '.\ s founders.
Delta Sigma Thfcti -\ sisterhood of college
educated women, committed to a tradition of
dedicated service, loyal sisterhood and acaa"
demic development. The organization
motes sisterhood while serving the I
nity and provides opportunities K:J the Kev.
Jesse Jackon V'o.tei Registratiorj Drive, Go
Red Campaio
- ■ '■ us Bowl-A-Thon and the
Darfur Benefit Fas • on Show to raisr
fvsVti'! ■*< variety of groups.
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David Hammett
World of Warcraft Fanatic

2008

Senate says no to
proposal
Tuition cap deemed unnecessary.

•30
seconds with...
Melissa Whitson: When did your
fascination with WoW begin?
David Hammett: My fascination with
WoW began when I saw the "South
Park" episode where they played the
game. After that, one of my friends told
me we should play together so I bought
it and I've been hooked ever since.
MW: How long have you gone without
playing the game? How long do you
think you could go?
DH: During the fall, I was really busy
and I hadn't paid for my subscription
so I didn't play it from August until late
September. I think I could go 12 hours
without playing now. I'm addicted.
MW: What is your favorite class to
play?
DH: My favorite class is the druid class.
They can heal other players and cause
lots of damage to enemies depending on
their specialization.

MW: Why do you think WoW is so
popular?
DH: I think people like to play it
because you can interact with other
people online. I like how immersive and
different it is from other video games.
MW: What type of server do you use?
Which type do you prefer?
DH: I play on a normal server, but
the more I play I wish that I was on
a player-versus-player server. I roll
Alliance so I really hate the Horde.
MW: Rank from highest to lowest
priority for you: playing WoW, 8 hours
of sleep, fresh chocolate chip cookies.
DH: Fresh chocolate chip cookies,
WoW, 8 hours of sleep.
MW: What is your longest playing
time?
DH: The Saturday I got back from
Winter Break I had nothing to do so I
played all day, maybe 10 to!2 hours.

Residence halls go green
Buildings save energy and environment.

COHEN SIMPSON
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

On
Feb.
18,
Clemson's
Undergraduate Student Senate
passed a resolution concluding that
the students of Clemson do not support a Higher Education Price Index
(HEPI) cap on higher education
as part of the proposed budget by
Governor Mark Sanford.
Commensurate to the resolution, which was authored by
Senator Abby Daniel, tuition caps
at Clemson have the potential to
"greatly hinder the quality of education... as well as the value of a
Clemson degree."
The resolution continued by
stating that the students of Clemson
"feel that the University should
have the opportunity to change and
grow... by means of increasing its
resources," ending with "we do not
support a HEPI cap on higher education that would restrict our board
of trustees from setting tuition at a
level that best benefits the Clemson
student body."
HEPI is an inflation- index
designed specifically to track the
main cost drivers in higher education.
It measures the average relative
level of prices in a fixed basket of
goods and services purchased by
colleges and universities each year
through current fund educational
and general expenditures, excluding research.
The specific timing of the resolution was aimed at targeting the
House Ways and Means committee during their period of budget
work in order to discourage the
introduction of Sanford's suggested
proviso.

According to Daniel, the office
of governmental affairs, which
works to keep the best interest
of Clemson at the forefront of
the legislature, requested that the
Undergraduate Senate introduce
and debate the resolution in order
to give a statement of opinion on
the matter on behalf of the student
body.
The senate debated the resolution, later voting in affirmation of
the tuition cap resolution by unanimous consent.
This week the House Ways and
Means committee released a version of the state budget - minus an
HEPI tuition cap proviso.
"If the state would fund
Clemson like it should or as much
as peer states fund education, there
would not be a need for some of the
increases made by the University,"
said Undergraduate Senate President
Seth Vining, who called the resolution counterproductive.
When asked to respond to those
students who do not endorse this
resolution, particularly those that
are self-supported and independent
of parental help, potentially citing
cost of education as a deterrent to
attendance at the university, Vining
sympathized with autonomous students but stressed the importance of
educational improvement.
"I have paid for my four years of
Clemson without parental support,
so I understand the difficulties with
rising tuition," said Vining. "The
senate never wants undue tuition or
fee increases, but we have to understand that it is an investment in education. The HEPI would cut many
of the programs that give Clemson
its unique character."

WHITTNEY FARROW

Clemson

STAFF WRITER

Clemson is riding the wave of environmentalisim
by beefing up it's Solid Green Campaign.
One of the recent adjustments is "green" housing.
Clemson is part of the U.S. Green Building Council's
program Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED). LEED certification means that a
building meets all the requirements for being environmentally responsible, and that it is a healthy and safe
place to live.
When a building is LEED-certified it conserves
energy and water, is safer and healthier for residents,
reduces harmful greenhouse gas emissions, lowers
operating costs and demonstrates an owner's commitment to environmental and social responsibility.
In 2005-2006, the Greek Quad was renovated and
now holds LEED Silver Certification.
Tlie Greek Quad is just one of the structures on
In June of this year, a master plan will be precampus that is environmently friendly.
sented and put into action.
The plan will include all the requirements for in 2005 in addition to the Greek Quad renovations.
improvement on campus and for new buildings. Any
Because of the changes to the Thornhill Village
new building constructed in the future on campus will duplex there has been a one-third total savings on
meet the LEED Silver Certification requirements.
utilities such as natural gas, electricity and water.
This is something that the Clemson board of
Clemson has become a university dedicated to
trustees has committed to and plans to follow through being more environmentally-friendly and students
with.
have responded positively to the changes being
There have also been experiments with other made.
existing housing to see how the "greening" process
Sophomore Lindsey Howard said, "Going green
will help.
is a great step for improving our environment, and
The Thornhill Village duplex at 118 Mills Road each little change that a big university or business
was one of these experiments. makes can help in a huge way."
"The major renovations included a solar water
Some other goals of the Solid Green Campaign
heater, solar vent fans for the roof, tubular sky lights, concerning new buildings on campus are not to overnew low-E windows, new insulated front and back size or build unnecessarily.
doors, new all weather glass doors on the front, new
They also want to recycle construction and demolow VOC carpet, vinyl, paint, new low-use water lition debris, to use more environmentally-friendly
faucets and toilets, new programmable thermostats, building materials and products and to protect natural
and new recyclable furniture and mattresses, and 38R areas from development in order to preserve green
blown-in fiberglass insulation in the attic, to name a space on campus.
few," explains Gary Gaul in, the Associate Director of
A lot of hard work, planning, and state-of-the-art
Clemson Residential Facilities Projects.
designing is being implemented to make Clemson
All of the renovations were done for a grand more efficient, environmentally-friendly and to keep
total of $30,000, $10,000 coming from Sustainable it beautiful and green.
Universities Initiative with another $10,000 from
More information on the plans for campus can be
vendors.
found at the Clemson Web site under "housing" and
The Thornhill Village project was also completed "living green."

By Numbers
1 7,585 student enrollment, 2007-2008
3,891 degrees awarded in 2007
73% of first-year students are from South Carolina
6 paper airplane scultpures are scattered around campus
89 nationalities represented by the student body
41 % of students live in University housing
14:1 student-to-teacher ratio
29 average class size
1,103 full-time teaching faculty members
5 colleges
14 on-campus dining facilities
315 student clubs and organizations
12 free CAT bus routes covering campus and the
surrounding areas
295 acres within the South Carolina Botanical Gardens
47 bells ringing in the clocktower of Tillman Hall
12 awards earned by The Tiger at the 2008 South
Carolina Press Association competition
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CUPD beefs up presence and technology in
pursuit of heightened security
WHITNEY FARROW
STAFF WRITER

Any Clemson student can access the millions of songs available on Ruckus.com.

MELISSA WHITSON
NEWS EDITOR

Clemson University has partnered
with Ruckus Network, Inc. to offer students a free and legal way of downloading unlimited music.
For those who have yet to recover from the downfall of Napster, the
crackdown by the Recording Industry
Association of America on shared music
or the frustration of having to pay for
mp3s, Ruckus.com promises to provide
users with access to more than three million songs of all varieties.
On March 10, Ruckus Network,
Inc. announced that its service would be
available to the Clemson community at
no cost to the University or users of the
program. The multimedia network can
be accessed by both undergraduate and
graduate students anytime whether on or
off campus.
The first college-only service
arrived at Clemson after several months
of work by the Undergraduate Student
Government's (CUSG) Research and
Development (R&D) Committee.
Former R&D Chair Ryan Fernandes,
who spearheaded the project, said the
venture could not have been accomplished by CUSG alone. "[Clemson
Computer Information Technology] was
really helpful," said Ferndandes. "We
worked with CCIT to make sure we
could get the optimum product for students."
Ruckus, Inc. agreed to bring the
program to Clemson based on student
demand for a free music filesharing service, the University's networking infrastructure and the relationship Ruckus

formed with CUSG.
"We are very excited to make our
music service available to students at
Clemson, to help them discover and share
new music," said Chris Utah, Director of
Campus Sales at Ruckus.
"Clemson students have been asking
for Ruckus for months and we are happy
to now provide a full featured digital
entertainment service - and a safe and
legal alternative to file-sharing - at no
cost to students or to the school."
Ruckus allows users to legally
download and share their music, create
multiple playlists, recommend music to
friends and peruse their peers' media
libraries.
"It's a great opportunity for students
to take the legal route when it comes to
downloading music," said Fernandes.
To ensure the legality of the program,
Ruckus eradicates copyright infringement through a licensing agreement with
major international record labels and
many independent labels and musicians.
Also, the downloaded music files
are unable to be freely transferred to mp3
players or burned onto CDs.
Ruckus has already had success after
being made available to almost 200 colleges and universities across the nation
including Duke University, Georgia Tech
University, North Carolina State and
Princeton University.
Currently, there are nearly 4,000
Clemson students signed up for the service.
To begin using Ruckus, Clemson
students must first create an account
at www.Ruckus.com, and using their
Clemson e-mail address.

WQDDIATiK

Huge Clubhouse, Three Pools, Billiards Room,
Fitness Center, 24 Seat Theatre, and More!
For complete listings:
www.monaghan-co.com

864-639-1188

2 Bedroom Apartment in converted church
•2 Bedrooms -1 Bath -Close to Seneca/Clemson -No Smoking / No Pets
Available now. $465/month & Deposit. Ap/ ref required.
David (828) 273-3765
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Interactive teaching gets boost
with new "smart" classroom
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Clemson's Premier Student
Condo Community

www.monaghan-co.com

To heed Chief Daniel's advice
to "be informed and involved,"
students can keep themselves
informed and updated by going to
the Clemson University Web site
homepage and clicking on the CU
Safety link at the top of the page.
This page has all of the information on what safety features
Clemson has and how each of
them work. It also has contact
information for those who have
any concerns or questions.
Aaother
safety-education
source Clemson University offers
is the EMpower program, a new
sector of the Division of Student
Affairs.
Located in Hendrix Student
Center, EMpower stresses the
importance of alcohol safety and
the responsibility students have to
watch out for each other.
With commuter parking lots
that seem half a world away and
the plethora of darkened areas on
campus, students should be wary
of walking alone at night and not
be hesitant of using the blue-lit
emergency phones if needed.
While it is alarming that
crimes continue to happen on and
near campus, students can take
responsibility for their own safety
and take advantage of the security
measures Clemson University and
the surrounding community have
put into place.

New classroom makes a splash as students try to stay afloat among a sea of stressful college courses.

COHEN SIMPSON

" airo?n

Private and gated with custom features usually found in custom homes:
Granite counter tops, hard wood
floors, stainless appliances and more.
Asking $259k
Call 864.639.1188

It is evident that Clemson
University has placed safety high
on the priority list.
Recently, the University has
teamed up with CUPD and Pickens
County to establish new security
features that will improve safety
on campus.
One of the latest and most
easily accessible features is the
ClearTXT text messaging system,
a convenient way of informing
students about what is happening
on campus.
Available to all students with
a cell phone, ClearTXT alerts
people of any emergency situation
at or near Clemson University via
text message.
This will help reduce the mayhem that could occur if people
are uninformed of a threat on
campus.
In order to receive the messages, students can sign up for
the service simply by changing
the settings on their CU Safety
account, found through the
Clemson University Blackboard
Web site.
If a student chooses not to take
advantage of ClearTXT, he/she
will still receive alerts through
his/her Clemson email account
as well as be able to access the

CU Safety account page from
Blackboard.
In addition to the ClearTXT
system, the sirens located around
campus that are used to warn the
community of bad weather or
emergency situations have been
updated with voice messages.
This eliminates the problem of
panic or confusion about why the
sirens are going off.
Technological advancements
are not the only security features
being implemented.
Six police officers have been
added to the current Clemson force
and one officer to the Clemson fire
department.
With assistance from the
Pickens County e-911 system,
Clemson University now has
access to an elaborate mapping
system that can locate a caller on
a cell phone even if the caller is
unsure of his or her location.
Fire Chief Bill Daniel explains
that the changes have been part
of a three-year plan that became
all the more important after the
shootings at Virginia Tech incident
last spring.
In a Jan. 9 press conference,
the new safety plans for Clemson
were revealed. "We encourage
students to sign up for the text
message alerts," Chief Daniel
said. "Don't take your safety for
granted."

"Sandbox Classroom" mixes teaching and technology to
create a unique learning envi ronment

Downtown Clemson

Luxury 2 BR / 2 BA Condo
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Safety at forefront
of new semester

Causing a
ruckus

Web site offers students legal music downloads.
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The Holtzendorff Teaching With
Technology Experimental Classroom,
also known as the "Sandbox
Classroom," officially opened its doors
this spring.
Completed after a total of 10
months and residing in the basement
over the building's former indoor pool,
it is able to accommodate a total of 90
students.
Students work at 10 round tables
that are fully equipped with power,
Ethernet and VGA connections.
The room also boasts an instructor's
station equipped with a Sympodium
allowing the professor to write with
digital ink on the computer screen.
The room itself cost a total of
$250,000 with Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Provost, Dr.
Doris R. Helms donating $150,000 to
the project.
The General Engineering department also helped by providing funding
for the deficit.
The department has worked for
two years to develop the project.
Director and Senior Lecturer of
General Engineering, Dr. Elizabeth

Stephan championed the goal of the
classroom, which is to be "A place
where faculty can play with new technology."
The classroom allows University
officials to test new technology,
observing its positive and negatives,
before making a decision on whether
or not is should be distributed across
the University.
This test run is potentially saving
a large amount of time and money
on ineffective technology in regard to
academic use.
When asked whether or not she
believed the Sandbox Classroom
opened the door to the revolution of
the symbiotic relationship between
teaching and technology Stephan said
that the classroom was a step in the
direction toward a more interactive
setting where students are completely
involved, which highlights another
goal - to fully engage students.
The classroom, which bares similarities to other smart classrooms in
such buildings as Martin, Dillard and
Edwards is employed in a style of teaching brandedStudent-CenteredActivities
for Large Enrollment Undergraduate
Programs (SCALEUP).

SCALEUP is a form of interactive teaching bom from educational
research that indicated that students
should collaborate on interesting tasks.
Through this the students are
becoming deeply involved with the
material they are studying.
Bells and whistle and praise aside,
some students have expressed concern
over the funding for the classroom.
They have cited that the only
major differences between the Sandbox
Classroom and others of its kind is the
general size and the availability of
VGA connectivity.
In regard to the general response
Stephan received from her students she
said, "I think they like it," going on to
reference the comfortable nature and
large environment of the room.
Fending off student critics, Stephan
brought to light the fact that nothing
else could come from the dilapidated
grounds of the former YMCA indoor
pool.
Because of environmental hazards
caused by the age of building, the pool
could never be filled with water again,
dousing hopes that the area would
someday be refurbished in the name of
underwater testing ground.
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Critter con
Researchers to reduce squirrel damage to trees throjj
LOUISE GOODMAN
STAFF WRITER

Walking to class one afternoon, Blake Daniel
pops a piece of gum into his mouth and casually
saunters over to a nearby trash can to toss away
the wrapper. As he reaches to drop the piece
of cellophane, his hand is suddenly met by an
unexpected tickle from the whiskers of a gray
squirrel.
"It came out of nowhere!" said Daniel. "I
should be used to this by now; it wouldn't be the
first time a squirrel's jumped out of a random
place at me."
Like all who traverse the Clemson campus,
the freshman engineering major's daily strolls
are often punctuated by sightings of the frisky
creatures. This daily contact has lead to varying
opinions on Clemson's furry residents. While
some think they are adorable assets to the
University's campus, others are disconcerted by
how little wariness the squirrels seem to have
when it comes to racing out in front of automobiles, scampering across sidewalks and darting
out of trashcans.
The gray squirrel population has exploded
across the Clemson community mainly because
the environment holds few predators for the
furry rodents. As cute as the squirrels may be,
Clemson's landscaping crews say they are doing

serious damage to the campus plant life. Gray
squirrels' habit of gnawing and stripping bark
can destroy even fully grown trees.
In fact, landscaping crews have recorded
more than 100 trees completely destroyed by the
squirrels. Additionally, 100 more trees have been
documented as having squirrel-induced damage.
An arborist not affiliated with Clemson stated that the destruction of a single tree by the gray
squirrel represents a $13,275 loss. The squirrels
can also damage pricey ornamental shrubs and
electrical power transformers.
Of course, this doesn't warrant cruelty to
the squirrels that are simply following their
instincts. Dr. Greg Yarrow, a professor of ecology at Clemson, in conjunction with the USDA
Wildlife Center, is leading a project to creatively
and humanely deal with the squirrel overpopulation problem. Yarrow, assisted by two wildlife
and fisheries biology Ph.D. candidates Murali
Pai and Cady Etheredge, is experimenting with
two different forms of squirrel birth control.
The first method is called GonaCon. This
is an injection that leaves both male and female
squirrels sterile with one shot. Forty gray squirrels will be trapped, injected and tagged by
graduate students and then released. Forty additional squirrels will be trapped and tagged as a
control group.
Squirrels will be trapped in humane traps

The overpopulation of gray squirrels is contributing to the damage of the campus environment.

with peanut butter or sunflower seeds as bait
with a cloth bag attached to minimize handling
and stress to the squirrels. It is expected that no
harm will come to the squirrels, but if a squirrel
is accidentally injured it will be treated by a veterinarian then released. GonaCon has minimal
side effects, the only significant one being a
decrease in sexual activity.
The second contraceptive being tested is
DiazaCon. This is an oral contraceptive that
must be ingested several times before a squir-

its all public
use
Decision made by close 4-3 vote.
LOUISE GOODMAN
STAFF WRITER

Beginning July 1 of this year
students can expect to breathe a little easier around Clemson. A smoking ban was passed by a 4-3 vote
within the Clemson City Council.
The new ordinance will prohibit
smoking or tobacco use, including
snuff, chew or dip, in a city-owned
building.
It will also prohibit any city
employee from using tobacco at
work or in a city-owned vehicle.
Private homes and offices will
be exempt from the ordinance, as
will tobacco use at religious ceremonies. In addition, hotels will be
allowed to designate 25 percent of
their rooms to smoking use.
The ordinance has been proposed twice before, but received
approval Jan. 14 at a city council
meeting. Clemson city mayor, Larry

Abernathy, has long supported the
ordinance, having lost two parents
to smoking related illnesses.
The ordinance also received
public
support of Clemson
University students who attended
the city council meeting to voice
their health concerns, as well as
their hopes for a cleaner environment.
The main opposition of the bill
was comprised of restaurant and
bar owners concerned on the effects
the smoking ban would have on
their businesses.
A general consensus of business
owners estimate the ordinance will
bring a decline in business, because
they feel a large number of their
customers smoke in their establishments.
However, the opposition was
not limited to business owners;
some Clemson University students
voiced their disapproval of the bill,

describing smoking as a personal
decision for individuals, that the
city had no right to involve itself
in.
After the ordinance goes into
effect individuals violating the
smoking ban, as well as business
owners and managers who violate
the ordinance will face a $100 fine,
enforced by the Clemson Police
Department.
Clemson will not be the first
city in South Carolina to undergo a
smoking ban. Greenville passed its
own no smoking ordinance effective in Jan. of 2007.
The ordinance has been
reviewed by multiple judges and
is now on its way to the South
Carolina Supreme Court.
Despite the Greenville controversy with a majority of the
Clemson City Council behind it,
the smoking ban will go into effect
on July 1.
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rel is rendered infertile. Feeding stations made
of sections of PVC pipe with bait as well as
DiazaCon will be set up in Clemson's experimental forest. Two weeks of pre-baiting will be
used to acclimate squirrels to the feeding stations
as well as to determine which baits are the most
effective.
Whichever method turns out to be the most
efficient will be used to humanely control squirrel population on the Clemson campus in the
future.
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What advice do you have
for incoming freshmen?

Ashley Crisp
Communication Studies
Junior • Associate Editor

"Find other
people who share
similar interests
as you and join an
organization with
them. Example:
Photo staff of the
Tiger!"
Brian Schneider
Computer Science
Senior • Photo Editor

"Take advantage
of free events and
give-aways."

Melissa Whitson
Language and International Health
Junior • News Editor

"Skip class if it's
a nice day because
everybody needs
a break. Beware,
though, it's really
easy to get into
bad habits."

Rachel Glenn
Biological Sciences
Senior • Assistant Photo Editor

"Get your
money's worth
out of your transit,
lab, and library
fees."

Ross Kucsera
Graphic Communications
Junior • Managing Editor

"It's a fine line
between being
loyaho yourself
and being afraid
of change. Also,
listen to weird
music and
embody it."
Caroline Rash
English
Senior • Editor-in-Chief

Harmonize your life
Wise words from former freshmen.
The first year of college is unlike
any other time in life. Gone are
the days of living under your
parents' roof. Gone are the routines that
high school ingrained in you.
Now you're living in a dorm with
people who are all the same age as you.
You choose your classes (and whether or
not to attend them). You choose your party
hours and study hours. It's all up to you.
This kind of freedom is something
you've never had before, and it's tempting
to go wayward. You can lose yourself
in stupors from too much alcohol or
marijuana. You can grow homesick and
coop yourself up in your dorm room like
a hermit. You can struggle to keep up with
college-level classes.
Think of this as a reminder for all the
things you need to know in this wondrous
new place called Clemson University. Let's
begin.
Chances are you've gotten plenty
of warnings from your parents about
excessive drinking or drug use, so we'll get
to that later. The first thing to be wary of
is the dreaded "freshman 15." In case you
haven't heard of this, don't freak out. It's
not some marauding gang of new Clemson
tough guys, but it can rough you up all the
same.
"Freshman 15" is the name we give
to those 15 extra pounds that hitchhike
on the thighs, waist and chest of most
freshmen. There are plenty of reasons for
this newfound flab. Trips to the dining hall
are social mainstays; they have been since
elementary school. In college, however,
you have more freedom to choose when to
eat and how often, depending on your meal
plan.
Not only that, but the nutritionally
conscious eater might face some hard
times. Eating the same assortment of fruits
and vegetables every day can grow tedious
within a week's time, let alone an entire
school year. The dining hall menus aren't
the only culprit, however.
If you let loose too much with beer,
then it won't be long until a beer belly
tags along. If you go overboard with
marijuana then you can easily fall prey to
the munchies and overeat.
Don't give up hope. You don't have
to haul an extra 15 pounds like most
freshmen. There's a light .at the end of the

tunnel, and its name is Fike Recreational
Center.
If you're a student at Clemson then
your Fike membership will extend as long
as your tuition payments. That means
you've got a free gym with all sorts of
equipment, clubs and activities. Making
frequent visits to Fike will help counteract
any sudden spikes in weight and build
comraderie with other students who are
interested in the same sports or workout
routines as you.
When you're exercising several times
a week you're going to look better and
feel better, and guess what that means? If
you're building a better body and attitude
through exercise then you'll probably have
an easier time finding friends on campus.
All it takes is a little self confidence, which
can also help you out in another college
staple: sex.
There's no lecture on sex here. Any
freshman who could find a copy of The
Tiger's Sex Issue will get all the advice he
or she would ever need. Being surrounded
by thousands of attractive men and women
on one small campus is a good catalyst for
having more sex than you've ever had in
your life.
This foundation for sexual freedom
carries some important responsibilities
with it. A good reminder is to be smart and
safe. The Redfern Health Center has free
condoms for students. There's no excuse
not to use one, no matter how strapped for
cash you are. Remember that being on your
own for the first time does not give you a
free pass for an irresponsible sex life.
Just like a healthy sex life, a healthy
social life is very important in college.
Most of us came here to enroll in classes
which would help lay a path for our future
careers, and that usually takes priority over
partying. Usually.
There's no one-size-fits-all advice for
finding the balance between studying and
partying. You've got to figure out your
own limitations and try your best not to
overemphasize one or the other.
If you study too much, then you'll
likely be stressed out and antisocial, too
wrapped up in books to make meaningful
relationships. If you party too much,
then you could potentially get addicted
to your personal choice of party favors
(drugs, alcohol, etc.), and your grades

could plummet. You've got to try and take
both in moderation for the most fulfilling
freshman year possible.
It can be overwhelming or even
frightening living in a dorm with people
you don't know, but there are some
surefire ways to break the ice. If you're in
your room and you aren't doing anything
that requires absolute quiet and intense
concentration, then leave your door open.
This is a good way to let other people in
your dorm know that you're willing to
hang out. Seriously, it's such a simple thing
that makes all the difference.
Find out when other people in your
dorm are going to eat at a dining hall
and tag along, but remember to keep
an eye out for the "freshman 15." Try a
game of ultimate frisbee or football on
Bowman Field. It's another great way of
strengthening bonds with fellow freshmen.
Hang out in your dorm's lounge every now
and then.
If you're taking the same 100-level
courses as other people in your dorms, then
schedule study groups with them. There's
nothing like joking around while boosting
your GPA.
And while we're on the subject of GPA,
there's one commonsense piece of advice
that every Clemson student should follow,
freshman or not: Go to class! The money
for the classes you enroll in is coming
from your parents, the state or your own
pocket. It's foolish and wasteful not to go
to class. Going to class every day is one of
the best ways to ensure a good final grade,
and acquiring new knowledge to help you
succeed in life is what it's all about.
Be proud that you're attending a
fantastic university, and show that pride
through your behavior as a freshman.
Have fun, live well and enjoy this new
adventure of college. There's nothing else
like it in the world. Keep yourself above
the overwhelming currents of this new
freedom, and use it wisely. Harmonize
your life as a college student in all things
sexual, social, academic and athletic. If
you do, this is sure to be one of the most
memorable times of your life.
The opinions expressed in the above editorial are written
by the opinions editor and represent the majority opinion
of The Tiger editorial board. In representing the majority
view, the staff editorials may not represent the individual
view of any particular member.
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What's the real state of the union?
WILL GARRISON

Columnist
In his state of the union speech,
George W. Bush said that
"from expanding opportunity
to defending our country, we've made
good progress." Oh, really? When?
Was 1 asleep during all of this progress?
Thankfully the president was happy
to enlighten us, first by bringing up his
saves-the-day stimulus package. Bush
proposed (and slid past the House) an
economic stimulus package worth $146
billion. Dubbed by the Washington Post
as a "shot in the arm for the nation's
ailing economy," the package is George
Bush's answer to the torrential downpour of economic hardships drowning
the U.S. The proverbial band-aid on
our sinking ship. According to the
U.N., the price of food has risen by
almost half since the year 2000 thanks
to skyrocketing petroleum prices. The
U.S. dollar has dropped by almost half
in the meantime, being surpassed by

both the Euro and the Canadian dollar.
We double-tax social security, college
tuition has exploded, and it all seems to
be compounding upon itself exponentially. It's understandable that the first
point the president would cover in his
state of the union address would involve
the economy, but is a stimulus package
really the answer?
We are currently in the middle of
a war that has, to date, seen 4,000 of
our soldiers dead and another 60,000
wounded. It has cost us almost five
hundred billion dollars, or over 4,000
dollars per U.S. household. That's three
and a half stimulus packages. It has
created around 4 million refugees and
claimed the lives of anywhere from
30,000 to 700,000 Iraqis depending on
whose statistics you believe.
It has depleted our armed forces to
the point that no single unit is considered combat ready. So much for making
progress in defending our country. Not
to mention that, thanks in part to the war,
expenses have been at an all-time high.
As of 4 p.m. on the 30th, the national
debt of the United States was nine trillion, two hundred and six billion dollars
or $30,000 per person; the national debt
has increased at an average of 1.43 billion dollars per day since 2006.

Hey George, how about instead
of spending 1.5 billion dollars that we
don't have and driving our debt up and
the value of the dollar down, you end
the war that's helped put us in this recession in the first place? Why didn't you
rein in the federal reserve before they
extended mortgage rates and allowed
sub-prime lenders to bleed our economy
dry? George didn't answer either of
those questions in his address. I don't
think he could answer them with any
of the "dignity" we're expected to have
before we withdraw from Iraq. No
matter how much I try to believe the
bleached-white smile and those shining
fatherly eyes, George will always be the
kind of guy that can't find cash to insure
underprivileged children while spending
billions on military prisons. It seems all
this progress is just another contrived lie
aimed at lulling citizens until he can flee
the oval office next year.
Now I know a few of you are
thinking, "But Will, what about No
Child Left Behind? Last year, 4th and
8th graders achieved the highest math
scores on record." Well, Bush did mention exactly that in his speech. In fact,
he said that no one can deny the results
we've seen under NCLB. Phew, at least
we've got something going for us, right?

We can all take comfort in the fact that
our children have been trained to pass a
test. Seriously, anyone young enough
to have a fresh memory of standardized
tests knows how big of a joke they are.
For those more fortunate that have not
endured the public school system in the
last twenty years, standardized testing is
merely a facade. The curriculum actually changes to teach kids how to do well
specifically on the tests administered.
Doesn't that kind of defeat the purpose?
I would definitely say so, unless of
course you want your kids to have fertile
careers as test administrators.
Alright, so I've done a lot of "mud
slinging" in this article. Nudged the
handle of the old muck rake, if you will,
but not without reason. We sit on the
verge of a new presidency. An election
is in the works which will by and large
determine the course of the next four
years and beyond.
Isn't an honest attempt to avoid
the snags and pitfalls of recent history
the least we can do for ourselves? So
what's the solution, then? Do we vote
in another conservative that promises
to cut spending, cut taxes, and save our
economy, or do we vote in a liberal to
salvage our foreign policy and restore
civil liberties? It's the cynical conclu-

Political Cartoon

sion that the liberal will spend "us into
oblivion while the conservative will
start World War III. Ah, but when has
cynicism given us more than a smile,
eh? We have to hope that no matter how
set things seem to be on ruin, our best
judgment will yield a tomorrow more
pleasant than today.
George W made a lot of promises
coming into office that he did not keep.
From his flamboyant spending habits to
his complete disregard for the constitution, the fact that he hasn't yet been
jailed or at least impeached is a source
of constant amazement.
Regardless of who you choose to
support in this election, be sure to hold
them to their claims.
Don't let the next four years bring
another legacy of lies and deceit.
Voltaire said, "He who has the power
to make you believe absurdities has the
power to make you commit atrocities."
Wake up, America. We've got to wash
the blood from our hands before we start
praying again.

WILL GARRISON is a super senior
majoring in computer science. E-mail
comments to
letters@TheTigerNews.com.

PATRICK BROWNSON

Liberty above all
BRYAN
COCKFIELD

Columnist

In an attempt to give up essential
liberty for the sake of the "public
good," some people have started
giving local and state governments the
power to make decisions for privatelyowned businesses without the consent of
the owners.
This is occurring mostly because
some people run to government to solve
problems rather than taking up their
issues with the owners of the businesses
they frequently visit. The power of the
purse is being ignored.
In New York City, for example, it
is now against the law for a business
to cook with trans fat. Rather than the
people of the city actually wishing to be
healthy and going to those establishments
in moderation. New York City decided to
manage their health for them. Luckily,
the help of the government keeps the
people of New York from making bad
decisions.
Unfortunately, the government can
not make anyone a better person. The
most prevalent issue today, especially
since some local governments in South
Carolina have started trying, is whether
or not a privately-owned business can
allow smoking.
Apparently, the trend seems to be

that people like having the government
tell them that they are not smart enough
to choose whether or not to go into a restaurant that allows smoking. They claim
that the government has the obligation to
make lifestyle choices for its citizens.
Unfortunately, if the government
could solve all of our problems, the
Soviet Union probably would have done
a little better. In our society, however, the
free market ends up taking care of our
problems much better than government
intervention will.
Part of this problem is a desire for
instant gratification. Rather than waiting
for the invisible hand of the free market
to take care of the best interests of a
bar or restaurant, people seem to like
the immediate yet ultimately destructive
government bans.
This seems like a horrible idea, especially since the only government agency
to ever turn a profit was NASA.
North Carolina recendy struck down
a state-wide ban on smoking in part
because tobacco is such an important
industry to the state but mostly because
many private businesses had already
made the good business decision to ban
smoking. Since there are fewer bars and
restaurants that were smoke free, bars
could choose to corner the non-smoking
market
The North Carolina General
Assembly saw no need to punish the private businesses that were already doing
the right thing. They realized that there
is more of an incentive to ban smokine

from the free market than the government, at any level, will be able to offer.
On the other hand, the restaurants
that don't ban smoking are well within their private property rights to serve
whomever they wish. If too many bars
and restaurants in any given area become
non-smoking, it will become more profitable for businesses to start serving smokers again.
Of course, it isn't an instant fix. Bars
and restaurants will open, close, change
clientele and might even allow smoking.
But people are ultimately responsible
for themselves, and if they feel that their
health is in danger, no one forces them
into a restaurant that allows smoking.
South Carolina would do well to
follow the example of its neighbor to the
North, even though it is rare for North
Carolina to use common sense to solve
a problem while South Carolina is left
floundering.
For now, cities and towns like
Greenville or Sullivan's Island violate
private property rights and even put some
bars and restaurants out of business by
making blanket business choices for
them, against their will.
To more socialistic city governments
like the Sullivan's Island Town Council,
or even to state governments like the New
York General Assembly, it seems like private businesses only have the rights that
the government lets them have.
BRYAN COCKFIELD is a senior electrical
engineering major. E-mail comments to
letters@TlieTigerNews.com.

Unnecessary drama is
stupid.
Beer bellies on Clemson
men are not acceptable.
Shape up, boys!
I hate when people have
a problem with something
you say, but they can't just
come out and tell you. They
tell five other people who
then tell you. Seriously,
let's talk about it! Playing
"telephone" only leads to
jumbled up information.

Sometimes I want to stand
up in the middle of class
and kiss that good looking
guy who always has a great
argument. Only in dreams.
I do not want to end up
in your sphere of reality.
It really sucks, in my
opinion.
I never knew Clemson
has such a large gay
community. YAY Clemson!
I guess you really never
know.

Brains are beautiful.

Boston folk are too cool
for school, but I am glad
they're here.

I love professors who have
their classes outside on
nice days. It puts everyone
in a great mood.

Gallons of oil and deep fried
everything is just a Clemson
fad that makes mf heart
hurt, and Clemson dining
doesn't know what FLAVOR
is!

I wish the majority of
Clemson would embrace
the more interesting
personalities on campus
and stop judging people
so quickly.

Want to rant? Submit
your rants to
letters@thetiger.com
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Life after college
JYE SHAFER

Columnist

I'm keeping my fingers crossed,
but if everything goes well I'll
be graduating from Clemson in
a little more than a month's time. I'm
excited, of course. My family is coming
to town and there will be a party and all
that jazz. It should be a blast. And after
that, school will be out for the summer and my time as an undergraduate
student will draw to a close. I always
expected this time to come and I even
spent some time thinking about what it
would feel like when it finally did come
around — I didn't do a very good job
trying to imagine it
About a month ago it really hit me:
I really didn't have a very good idea of
what I was going to do next I know
it sounds cliche and everyone says it
— I've certainly said those very words
before — but I never understood quite
what it meant

I knew about my plans for the
summer, but after that things got a little
less certain, and with an undergraduate
degree in philosophy, most people are
either thinking about going to graduate or law school, and neither of those
sounded particularly good to me, at least
not right away.
I had a serious case of cold feet.
Let's face it: college is a good place to
be — our parents are still footing most
of the serious bills and, we have a reasonable amount of free time. I wasn't
ready to leave. I'm still not really ready.
But then I had a change of heart.
I started thinking about why I was so
worried about leaving and about not
knowing exactly what I wanted to do.
I have discovered that there are two
reasons. The first reason I was worried
about leaving was losing the ability to
use what I have come to call the "college excuse." The concept of the college
excuse can be understood best through
an example with which I'm sure almost
all of you can identify — imagine
you've gone home for Winter Break
and you go to a nice seasonal party
with your parents and their friends. Of
course, all of your parents' friends want
to ask you about what you're doing with

your life and what you're planning to
do next. The response, or the excuse, as
I've dubbed it, is easy enough, so long
as you're in college. You simply say,
"Well, I'm still in school and then after
that I'll probably head to grad school or
something." This is almost always satisfying to the interrogator — "Oh, good.
That sounds good," they'll usually say.
The problem is that when you lose
that "college excuse" (the one that
makes your life sound like it's "on
track"), that conversation can get a little
more awkward.
For example, if I respond to a question of what I'm doing with my life
with a different answer, say, "Oh, not
too much, just playing with a band up in
South Carolina, hoping to make it big,"
then things just aren't as smooth as they
were before. The person asking you the
question usually looks down quickly
to avoid eye contact with you and then
quickly changes the subject.
So my first problem with leaving
college and not pursuing the "straight
path" is that I worry people will think
less of me when I tell them I'm just
bumming around playing music or traveling. Pretty darn vain of me, eh?
The second reason I'm scared to
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graduate and move on into the real
world is that I've pretty much always
known what the next step in life would
look like. Grade school was a given, and
there really wasn't much question that I
would go to college, but everything after
that was wide open.
When I realized how much not
knowing what to do next was bothering
me, I decided to give it a twist and tell
myself that not knowing was exciting,
and that for the first time in my life I had
almost total control over what would
happen next
That really did the trick. It's funny
how self-empowerment will do thatl'm
still a little scared about graduation, but
with a little bit of introspective work
I was able to conquer some of those
pesky, socially instilled fears about
making something of my life.
The truth is that when I'm thinking
clearly I don't expect life post-graduation to be so bad, and I know that it will
require nothing more of me than has
the rest of my life — only that I make a
good showing and give it what I can.
is a senior majoring in philosophy. E-mail comments to letters©
TheTigerNews.com.
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Dealing with an
indifferent universe
MATT MCALISTER

Guest Columnist
I find myself on a giant rock
that spends its time orbiting a
spherical fire. This concerns
me. It apparently concerns others,
too, because they compassionately
lay siege on my mind with a number
of competing instructions for what
to do after finding myself on the
aforementioned flame-bound rock.
But let's not concern ourselves with
their misplaced concern, for they are
almost certainly wrong. Instead, let's
go back to the original setup: me, the
rock, and the fireball. It's a bit strange,
isn't it? Every moment of unbearably
powerful love, every masterful work
of art, everything we've ever done
goes unnoticed by the spherical duo.
They're indifferent, really. Oh, and
the rest of the universe feels the
same way. This cosmic indifference
reduces me to a feeble question: Is it
serious—is this vast arena of experiences we call life serious? Does it
warrant a response deeply rooted in
emotion? Or are we better off taking
things lightly and carrying laughter
with us through every experience?
It certainly feels as though our
lives matter. Natural selection has
left its mark here: we struggle to live
even if we fail to love life. Most of us
don't need to be told that life matters,
we dive in headfirst. But we stay curiously close to the surface, leaving the
depths largely unexplored. Consider
this: How often do you laugh after
something leaves you emotionally
vulnerable? How many misplaced
chuckles find their way into discussions about murder, genocide, or
some natural disaster?
We don't know how to respond,
and so we very quickly inject levity
into the situation. We're unknowingly using humor to defend ourselves
against strong negative emotions.
This defense allows us to face situations that would otherwise leave us
debilitated. But humor has a darker
side: it gives reverence to nothing.
We laugh in the face of tragedy, but
perhaps we should fall silenr instead.
We laugh because we don't know
what else to do, but perhaps it is time
to learn.
Just as humor allows us to escape
from tragedy, it -protects us ■ from

ecstasy. It seems that we are not merely afraid of feeling pain, but of feeling
at all. For feeling leaves us vulnerable
and uncertain. Moments of intense
connection with others are incredibly
difficult to sustain. After we share
kind words or stories about our lives,
we almost universally feel compelled
to break out of the moment—to come
up for air. Even presenting these
words to you is difficult because I run
the risk of appearing foolishly sentimental. But what I'm proposing is
simply that we give credibility to our
emotions. Cosmic indifference would
scoff at the idea of life's significance
(if it ever took the time to notice). But
even if we concede that human life
isn't important to the universe, it's
still important to us. And, really, what
more do you want?
So our living in an indifferent
universe doesn't eliminate the possibility of meaning—far from it. We
have evolved the capability for both
detached humor and profound emotion. We can live a deeply meaningful life. We see the beauty of
life, but we also see the darkness
within it. To allow ourselves to feel
profoundly means facing both the
beauty and the horror of life. To live
lightly—through humor—means discarding the richness of life in favor of
playfulness.
Does this playfulness lack depth?
Is it an immature response to life when
compared to the notion of responding
with profound emotion?
If we take that line of thought
too far, we would discard laughter
and replace it with profound emotion. But such a life is too burdensome. Fortunately, these two responses aren't isolated from each other.
A robust sense of humor can exist
alongside a profound sense of meaning and emotion. The deployment of
either response is a matter of practical
wisdom. Some situations need to be
faced and felt to their fullest extent.
These are the experiences that give
our lives meaning. But not all situations call for that kind of response—
not all experiences need to be deeply
meaningful.
What's essential is that we know
when to laugh and when it's important that we do otherwise.
is a senior majoring
in philosophy. E-inail comments to
letters@TheTigerNews.com.
MATT MCALISTER

Judging a facebook
by its cover
AMY BICKETT

Columnist

Ah, the good old days —
before cell phones were
necessary for survival,
before iPods became extensions of
people's bodies. Before Facebook
began to dictate our "events" and
streamline our relationships. Good
old days? What am I talking about?
I can barely remember a time before
these technologies existed. I find
it difficult to walk across campus
without making a call or checking
my voicemail, and rarely a day goes
by without at least a few minutes of
quality Facebooking. At least.
I confess my Facebooking habit
with a degree of embarrassment, but
I know that I am not alone: many
have fallen prey to its wily ways,
and for good reason. Its charms
are many. Though it can become
something of an addiction, it makes
certain things so simple. Organizing
events can be accomplished with
a few clicks, birthdays are remembered for you, and friends who live
far away are easy to keep in touch
with.
While Facebook has made
our lives a little easier, it has also
changed the way we interact with
people in extremely weird, amusing and maybe even negative ways.
There has certainly never been a
better time to be a stalker (not that
I would know anything about that,
of course).
What I want to get at is the way
Facebook can alter the way we read
people, however subtly. It can give
us a false sense of knowing people
we seldom interact with, allowing
us to make hasty and shallow judgments.
Making assumptions about a person based on their lists of "favorites"
becomes tempting with Facebook.
Doing so becomes especially easy
when you read a person's profile
shortly after meeting him/her in
real life. A Facebook profile is like
the equivalent of said person's selfadvertisement, a concise electronic
identity just asking to be judged.
A recent New York Times article
entitled "It's Not You, It's Your

Books" examines the way someone's
taste in books can be a romantic deal
breaker for the bookishly inclined.
Romantic context aside, I identified
a little too well with this article.
Maybe I just fail to comprehend
the depths of Nicholas Sparks and
Dan Brown, but when I see these
two authors' books listed as favorites on a person's Facebook profile, I have this awful tendency to
smirk and lower my opinion of the
person's intelligence. I believe this
makes me superficial.
If you're not a book snob, you are
clearly my moral superior. However,
there's a good chance you're a snob
about something else — music,
movies, art, whatever—and know
exactly what I'm talking about.
To some extent, evaluating a
person based on his/her interests is
pretty normal — we would still do it
even without Facebook. And it's not
necessarily a bad thing; it just makes
us opinionated.
The situation is a little different with Facebook, though, in that
it makes us more prone to form
immediate, negative opinions about
people we barely know.
All this potentially off-putting
information about a person is right
there in front of us. In a real relationship of any sort, however, it
would take some time to learn these
things.
Getting to know someone generally mitigates the weirdness factor
of things that could have initially
prompted your disdain or triggered
your gag reflex.
In a face-to-face relationship,
you get a sense of what a person is
like and whether you enjoy hanging
out with him before you discover the
minutiae of his interests.
By the time you find that your
friend is secretly Yanni's biggest
fan, worships at the altar of Ayn
Rand and thinks "Catwoman" is
the epitome of cinematic genius, it
probably wouldn't matter that much.
At least not enough to have any real
effect on the way you view your
friendship.
What might be sad and slightly
pathetic in a mere acquaintance can
become an endearing quirk in a
friend.
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Bowden signs greatest class yet Cheap
Jamie Harper and Dwayne Allen are signing day gems.
seats are
the best
seats

ADAM CRISWELL
STAFF WRITER

In the spring semester, the Clemson
Tiger football coaching staff signed a
landmark recruiting class that will undoubtedly have a tremendous impact
on the field next year and many years
down the road. National Signing Day
saw 19 letters of intent signed and faxed
to an ecstatic Clemson coaching staff
lead by head coach Tommy Bowden
and recruiting coordinator Billy Napier.
These 19 future Tigers will join six
other members of the 2008 class who
graduated high school a semester early
and are currently enrolled at Clemson.
The three Signing Day commitments
of Under Armor All Americans Jamie
Harper, Antoine McClain and Dwayne
Allen recently launched this recruiting
class to a number two ranking nationally by ESPN and number 10 by Scout,
com.
While loaded to the gills with talent
at almost every position, this 2008 recruiting class will satisfy some glaring
needs for the Tiger depth chart. The departure of one man wrecking crew and
future NFL draft pick Phillip Merling
leaves a big hole at strong side defensive end for the 2008 season. Clemson
fans can rest assured that this hole
should be easily filled with the massive
6-foot-4-inch, 270-pound physique of
ESPN's number one ranked recruit in
the nation, DaQuan Bowers. Hailing
from Bamberg-Ehrhardt high school,
this former teammate of Ricky Sapp
should be one of college football's highest impact freshmen when he settles in
on the opposite side of his good friend

■ft
While many fans were hoping for a top 10 recruiting ranking this year,
Clemson's incoming class is arguably the No. 1 in the country.
wearing number seven. Delivering an
outstanding performance in ESPN's
Under Armor All American Game,
Bowers was named the MVP for the
Silver Team. The highest ranked prospect to ever sign for the Tigers, Bowers
finished high school a semester early
and is currently enrolled at Clemson to
participate in spring ball and get a head
start on the 2008 season.
Adding more depth to the strong
side of the line will be JUCO transfer
Jarrett Crittenton. At 6-foot-7 inches,
270 pounds, Crittenton moves freakishly well, and with two years of experience against collegiate talent at
North Dakota State Junior College,
he should be ready to step in and contribute from the moment he arrives on
campus. Rounding out the defensive

line class is defensive tackle Brandon
Thompson out of Thomasville, Ga.
Clemson currently has no shortage of
athletic, penetrating defensive tackles
but could definitely use a massive run
stuffing interior presence. Although
he is surprisingly quick for his size, at
6-foot-2 inches and 295 pounds, Brandon Thompson should provide a great
anchor for a speedy Clemson defense
with his bowling ball physique.
One testament to how great this
recruiting class will be for Tommy
Bowden and staff is that the position
with perhaps the greatest need will be
filled by two of the biggest headliners
signed on Wednesday. The Clemson
running back nicknames of "Thunder
and Lightning" do not seem to be disappearing with the quickly approach-

ing departure of James Davis and C.J.
Spiller. Stepping in for their one-two
punch of power and finesse will be two
incoming freshman who may fit the
storm cloud descriptions even better
over their Clemson careers.
In any other year, the Signing Day
commitment of running back Jamie
Harper would overshadow every other
story from that year's group of incoming freshman. It is only a credit to the
depth of this recruiting class across the
board that a player of this caliber is
forced into sharing the spotlight with
countless other potential future stars.
Harper, one of 10 Clemson commitments at the Under Armor All American Game, showed why many Clemson
recruiting junkies have referred to him
as the "Silver Tuna" throughout the
recruiting process with a stellar performance in front of the national audience.
Answering multiple calls for a repeat
performance of a clip from a legendary
recruiting video, Jamie Harper followed
a touchdown in the Under Armor game
with a standing front flip in full pads to
show off his tremendous athleticism.
Along with this athleticism is a reported forty-yard dash in the 4.3's and a
6-foot, 225-pound stature that will give
him the punch at the point of contact to
earn that Thunder moniker. Reported
to have strongly favored Clemson over
the past few weeks, Clemson recruiters
were able to hold off strong pushes by
Florida, Florida State, Illinois and Miami to reel in this prize catch.
A great compliment to the power
and explosi veness of Harper will be the

see TEAM page C6

Tiger Men's Swimming lost their head coach, Chris Ip, but still had a strong line up of ten seniors in the 2008 season.

Men's swimming ends season strong
Tigers place sixth in ACC Championships.
SARAH PORRI
Staff Writer
Article first published: March 6 2008

The Clemson men's swimming and diving
team tried their best to succeed at this year's ACC
Championships without a head coach. The men
traveled down to Atlanta and the Georgia Tech
Aquatic Center to take part in this year's meet.
Going into the meet, the Clemson men looked
strong in the ACC, only having lost to two teams
in their regular season, North Carolina and Virginia.
However, without a head coach, it would be
up to the 10 seniors and three coaches to lead the
team throughout this four-day meet and keep their
spirits up.
"Being able to represent Clemson on a higher
level has been one of the most amazing experiences of my life," said senior Mark Vahle.
On Wednesday evening, the Tigers had two
relays on the schedule, the 800-yard freestyle relay and the 200-yard medley relay.
The team of Jay Crout, Attila Ruszka, Adam
Farnham and Vahle placed sixth overall with a

time of 1:28.68 seconds. About half an hour later,
Bryce Harrington, David Gordon, Matt Angelini
and Dan Mengering competed in the 800-yard
freestyle relay.
This time, the Tigers would finish fifth with a
time of 6:36.37, a new school record by just under a second. The Clemson men would leave that
night in fifth place.
The Tigers looked to move up in the standings after preliminaries on Thursday morning.
Finals brought back many Tigers in the 50-yard
freestyle. Senior Vahle placed fourth in this event
with a time of 19.96 seconds.
Teammates Stephen Russell, Matt Balderston
and Farnham all swam in consolation finals and
placed eighth, ninth and 12th. Russell and Balderston also boasted career best swims in this event.
Senior Ruszka and sophomore Angelini swam
in the consolation finals heat of the 200-yard individual medley.
They picked up more points for the Tigers
with their 14th and 16th place finish.
Freshman Gordon won the bonus heat of the
500-yard freestyle with a NCAA-B qualifying

time of 4:27.-12, taking three seconds off his time
from the preliminary session.
Not to be outdone, senior Geary also improved
his time by three seconds, placing 20th.
On the one-meter boards, sophomores David
Giambra and Marco Raye finished 10th and 12th,
picking up more points for the Tigers. Giambra
would finish 11th on the three-meter board, scoring more points for Clemson.
Friday brought more racing for the Clemson
men in the sprint stroke events and the 400-yard
individual medley. Angelini placed 11th overall in
the 400-yard individual medley with Geary posting a personal best time of 4:00.46 in the bonus
heat.
The 100-yard butterfly was a solid event for
the Tigers. Russell touched the wall fifth with a
time of 47.85 seconds, the third fastest time in
Clemson history.
Farnham won the consolation finals with a
season best time of 48.54 seconds, an improvement over his morning swim.

Baseball tailgating at Clemson
puts other schools to shame, even
creating a better atmosphere than
other football tailgates. If you are
a fan of Carolina Cup or Bonaroo,
Clemson baseball tailgating will be
the time of your life. Clemson tailgates are arguably the best in the nation, and I don't care what event that
might be. While not a fan of baseball
tailgating growing up, my time here
at Clemson has provided me with an
evolving appreciation and passion for
the event outside of the event. Here's
my breakdown of the progression
of baseball tailgating over the better part of a decade that has been my
time at Clemson, as experienced with
my fraternity brothers and friends.
Freshman Year (2003)
At this point in my career, my
rookie status did not provide me
with much in the way of insight.
My friends would get together in the
early parts of the morning and decide
whose vehicle would be "donated
for the cause." That most gracious
humanitarian would then drive their
truck around to right field and back it
up near the outfield fence. As the afternoon wore on, someone would acquire a keg/cooler/grocery bag full of
drinks and place it in the truck. That
was the tailgate. A bunch of drunken
college students sitting in the bed of
a pickup truck yelling rambunctiously at the opposing right fielder all
game long. We, as students, became
so notorious for our efforts that we
received publicized recognition.
Coaches and players were polled
at one point in the spring concerning
aspects of ACC baseball. Who had
the best stadium? Who had the best
tradition? Where was the best travel
location? Who had the best fans? One
question asked players to name the
worst place to play a baseball game
in the conference. An overwhelming
majority voted Clemson. Many of
us could not figure out why anyone
would think that a spring afternoon
in the Upstate was a bad place to play
a baseball game. That is until we noticed that every response specifically
referenced right field as the hardest
place to concentrate. While we normally are quite proud of the pristine
image we all have of our Clemson
home, this is one of the few instances
I have ever witnessed where students
were proud of negative press. Opposing teams be damned.
Sophomore Year (2004)
After being introduced to the
game beyond the game, I was introduced to the first of many challenges.
First, the outfield fence was
brought in by a substantial 10 feet.
For years, Clemson's homerun production was behind that of Florida
State and other ACC competition on
account of their home-field disadvantage. In an effort to even the playing
field, Clemson elected to move in the
outfield fence.

*
see SPLASH page C6

see SEATS page C6
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Purnell leads Ti
game for the firs
ANDREW BAKER
STAFF WRITER

Senior forward James Mays slips a pass through the tough Tarheel defense

Anticipation from Clemson fans was high for
the ACC tournament, as the Tigers finished third
in the ACC this year behind only North Carolina and Duke. Despite continued improvement
in the program, head coach Oliver Purnell was
only 1-5 in ACC tournament games. A bye in
the opening round meant Clemson was only two
wins away from reaching the conference finals,
a game they have only reached one other time
in school history. The third-seeded Tigers opened
up in ACC tournament play with a win over Boston College. After shaking early game jitters, the
Tigers' defensive pressure took the Eagles out of
the game.
Boston College was up 6-0 until a basket by
K.C. Rivers put Clemson on the board. After that
score, the game was all Clemson. At the 16:09
mark, Clemson took an 8-6 lead on a Cliff Hammonds three-pointer, a lead that would hold up
for the rest of the game.
Against Clemson's full-court pressure, Boston College repeatedly turned over the ball and
never could get into an offensive rhythm. The
Tigers feasted off the Eagles' mistakes, scoring
38 points off turnovers. At the half, the Tigers led
42-25. The 17-point lead was never threatened in
the second half.
In the second half, more Tigers got playing
time including former walk-on senior forward
Matt Morris who hit a three with 1:44 left in the
game and freshman Jerai Grant who had three
consecutive dunks.

For the game, Clemson was led by Jamesl
Mays with 15 points and six rebounds and Raymond Sykes with 12 points and five rebounds.
Rivers had 11 points and two rebounds.
In the semi-finals, Clemson faced Duke, who)
appeared to be the worst opponent they cduldl
draw. The Blue Devils won the previous matchup!
of the year 93-80, handing the Tigers their worst!
loss of the season. Duke's 93 points were the most]
given up by Clemson in a non-overtime garnet
Duke scored the first points of the semi-finall
game against Clemson but Cliff Hammonds hit!
a three pointer 20 seconds later to answer, prisl
would be the pattern all game, for everything]
Duke did, Clemson had an answer.
Not letting the burden of history affect them,|
four Tigers scored in double digits to key a^7874 win over the Blue Devils. Trevor Booker andl
Hammonds led the way with 18 and 17 points re-l
spectively. Defensively, the Tigers stopped Dukel
from doing what they do best, hitting the thjeeT
For the game the Blue Devils, hit only six of their|
26 attempts from behind the arc.
The Tigers had no such trouble, shooting 36.81
percent from three point range and 50.9 per#entl
on field goals. A key to the Tigers victory in the!
second half was reaching the free throw line andl
converting. In the second half, the Tigers hit 13J
of 17 free throw attempts. The most important!
moments at the line came at the end of the game.)
With 47 seconds left, Duke guard Greg Paulus hit a three to pull within two points of thel

m
'

Raymond Sykes makes All-American Tyler Hansbrough look stupid as he goes to the basket

>.

David Potter, Raymond Sykes, Demontez Stitt and Terrence Olgesby embra7*to*itMpation during the ACC
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ers to ACC title
time since 1962
photos by: MAX THOMASON

Tigers. On the ensuing possession, Hammonds
\<*as fouled and made both attempts at the line to
give Clemson a 73-69 lead with just 43 seconds
remaining. Duke's Kyle Singler missed a threepoint attempt with 30 seconds left and Sam Perry
rfibounded and was fouled.
Perry made one of two attempts to give
Clemson a five-point lead, and it became apparent the Tigers would pull out a victory over the
Blue Devils.
Both head coaches had praise for Clemson's
team. "In a lot of ways it was the best game we
nlayed all year," said Purnell. "There are games
you lose," said Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski, "and there are games when the other team
wins."
, The victory of over Duke set up a storybook
title game for the ACC title. Clemson, a rising
program that is just starting to set roots, faced
off against North Carolina, likely the most prestigious basketball school in the country. The two
had already met twice this season. Both games
went into overtime, and UNC prevailed both
times, 90-88 and 103-93. The game was the Tigers first appearance in the ACC championship
game since 1962.
In the first half, the pressure defense that
Clemson had used so effectively throughout the
tfturnament forced UNC into uncharacteristic
mistakes. Clemson converted 15 points off turnovers and led 39-38 at halftime.
In the second half, the Heels had an easier

time breaking the press and while the Tigers had
a harder time getting off shots, as North Carolina
stepped up its defensive pressure. In the second
half, UNC was able to best Clemson in points
off turnovers and fast break points. Clemson,
however, hung in as Rivers continued his great
tournament with 28 points, including six threepointers.
Clemson lost the lead for good when Wayne
Ellington hit a free throw to make the score 5049 with 15:35 left in the second half. The Tigers
trailed by 13 points with 8:05 left but made a run
in the closing minutes. It was spurred by Sykes
tip-in to cut the lead to 11 with 7:05 left in the
game.
Clemson continued to chip away at the lead.
With less than two minutes left, the Tigers trailed
by four but could pull no closer. After Perry's
foul on an attempted steal with 41 seconds left,
Ellington hit one of two free-throws to stretch the
UNC lead to six. The Tiger's couldn't break the
Heels in the remaining seconds and UNC won
their second consecutive ACC tournament 8681.
Purnell again gave praise to the heart of his
team. "I thought our guys fought hard and played
well throughout the tournament," said Purnell.
North Carolina coach Roy Williams said, "It's
a great feeling for our kids and we played better this time." Williams gave Clemson credit for
being a great rebounding team and being tough
competition throughout the season.

Oliver Purnell paces the court while watching his Tigers play against Boston College.

MHM

burnament in Charlotte, N.C.. The Tigers fell just five points short of being the ACC champion.

Senior Cliff Hammonds lays up a duece against Boston College.
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Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 Meal Plans
Whether you're grabbing a quick bite on the go or enjoying a sit-down lunch, a Clemson meal plan
combines convenience with variety and helps you optimize your budget and schedule. Meal plans offer
substantial savings over regular walk-in rates. When you combine the various locations all around campus,
including the three dining halls and popular restaurants like Burger King®, Chick-fil-A®, Einstein Bros.®
Bagels and Chili's Too, plus several different money-saving plans to choose from, you just can't go wrong.

Unlimited Access Plans

Meals Per Week Plans

The Unlimited and Plus Unlimited Access meal plans give you
unlimited access to the dining halls seven days a week whenever the
dining halls are open for Meal Plan service. This includes multiple visits
during any meal period allowing for meals, snacks or
even to visit with friends.

You have the choice of either 10 or 15 meals per week
and Paw Points. The following plans allow for one
dining hall entrance per meal period.

Unlimited Access.

$1,321 per semester

Plus Unlimited Access

$1,495 per semester

This plan has the same access as the Unlimited plan plus $175 in Paw Points.*

Any 15..

$1,227 per semester

Plus Any 15

$1,321 per semester

This plan has the same number of meals as the Any 15 plus $100 in Paw Points.*

Any 10

$1,111 per semester

Plus Any 10

$1,300 per semester

This plan has the same number of meals as the Any 10 plus $200 in Paw Points.*

* Paw Points can be used at any on-campus dining and convenience store locations, including food courts, coffee shops and
restaurants. One Paw Point equals $1. Unused Paw Points can be carried forward to the next semester, but they may not be refunded.
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Volleyball dominates
weekend sweeps
Tigers sweep Boston College and Maryland to remain unbeaten in ACC play.
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Jeannette Abbott goes up for the kill against Maryland's Mary Beth Brown.

NICK BARONE
STAFF WRITER

Article first published: Oct. 26 2007
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For over a month now the Clemson
volleyball team (18-2, 11-0 ACC) has
been unbeatable.
Last weekend's matches require
only one word to describe their performance —domination.
With the addition of these two
wins, their winning streak dates all the
way back to Sept. 14.
First, on Friday night, the Tigers
faced up against Boston College (1011,4-7 ACC).
This was followed Saturday night
with a win over the Maryland Terrapins (13-7, 5-6 ACC).
Both games were held at a very
energetic Jervey Gym.
Not only did the girls win these
matches, they won all three games in
each match.
The first Boston College game was
back and forth; however, Clemson was
able to hold off a late Eagle rally and
win the game by a score of 30-24.
Clemson opened the second game
strong and finished strong by posting
a final score of 30-20.
Although the third game finished
with a score of 30-23, it was closer
than the numbers may show thanks to
a late run by the Tigers.
On Friday, Leslie Mansfield played
tough games, tallying six blocks and

12 digs. Danielle Hepburn also played
phenomenally gathering 16 kills and
hit .444 throughout the match.
On Saturday, the Tigers won the
first game 30-21 against Maryland.
The Tigers then jumped ahead
early in the second game by a score
of 15-9 and then continued to win 3022.
The third game was the closest,
and at one point it seemed as if the
Terps were poised for a comeback
when they rallied late and trailed by
only one.
However, Clemson once again
took control and went up 29 - 23 before finishing the game and winning
30-25.
Jeanette Abbott led the team Saturday night with 13 kills, and Leslie
Mansfield had a double-double with
10 digs and 11 kills.
But the real key in Saturday
night's match may have been setter
Kelsey Murphy.
Her sets to Jeanette and Leslie,
courtesy of a well-designed and perfectly executed game plan, were what
helped the Tigers avoid the Maryland
blockers, who up until this game averaged 3.54 blocks per game but then
were held to only six all night.
Next week at Jervey Gym,
Clemson will host the Tarheels of
North Carolina tonight at 7. and then
rival N.C. State 6 p.m. tomorrow.

Mijacika soaring to new heights
After a fantastic freshman year, the Croatian native is ranked No. 4 in the nation.
RONNIE KRANKOWSKI
STAFF WRITER
If there are any sports fans that
have not heard the name Ani Mijacika,
they should start getting accustomed to
hearing it.
Mijacika, a sophomore on
Clemson University women's tennis
team, had a phenomenal freshman
year, which garnered attention not just
in the college game, but in the tennis
world.
She was 20^t in singles matches
and 20-6 in doubles.
Her outstanding record earned a
ticket to the national singles tournament and two ACC player of the week
awards.
The young Clemson star was also
named the 2007 ACC freshman of the
year.
Before coming to Clemson,
Mijacika had lived all her life off the
beaches of Makarska, Croatia, having
no intentions of every coming to college in the states to play. "My plan was
to stay in Croatia and go to college and
play tennis here," said Mijacika.
That was before coach Nancy Harris decided to take a trip to Mijacika to
check out Mijacika , who was the number one player in Croatia at the time.
Coach Harris saw all she needed
to see when she saw Mijacika win a
professional tournament in Croatia.
Harris offered her a scholarship

The Lady Tigers are expecting a thrilling campaign in 2008 and are led by last season's ACC Freshman of the Year. Ani
Mijacika was 20-4 in her singles matching last season, with two of those losses coming against top 10 players.
to play tennis for Clemson University.
Mijacika jumped at the opportunity
and has not regretted it since.
"The differences are huge from

Croatia to the college game here in the
U.S." The main key for Mijacika has
been getting used to the environment.
"The bis difference is that it is more

relaxed here, and I get more support. It
is a great feeling."
Last season, two of Mijacika 's
four losses came against top 10 oppo-

nents, one of them being Audra Cohen
of Miami who was the highest-ranked
player in the nation, and a 4-6,6-2,
6-7(4) defeat to No. 10 Natalie Frazier
of Georgia.
After the Frazier match, Mijacika
went on a hot streak of beating four
ranked opponents in a row. "After the
Frazier match, my confidence grew
and I knew I could hang with the best,"
said Mijacika.
Being the pre-season No. 4 player
in collegiate tennis, Mijacika feels
very confident heading into this season
and feels that she can be the top ranked
player in the nation.
"I feel like there is more pressure
on me this coming season and my
teammates expect a lot out of me, but
I am willing to take on the task," said
Mijacika.
This is simply a story of hard work
and dedication. Yes, Mijacika could
have stayed on the outskirts of Croatia,
gone to college and lived a very happy
life.
Instead, she chose a different path
to excellence.
Coming to the states, not knowing anyone and not knowing what to
expect, Mijacika took a chance and
embarked on the journey of chasing
her dream.
Look for a special season out of the
Lady Tigers tennis team this year and
for Mijacika to soar to new heights.
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The decline of our pastime
DANIEL TAYLOR
sports editor

There was a time when baseball
dominated my interest in sports. I
religiously watched every Braves
game and even cut out statistics from
the Sunday paper to memorize. From
seven-year-old t-ball to high school,
baseball was king.
There was a time that I chose
baseball over life itself. One evening as
a youngster, I was eagerly watching the
Braves in our living room, while my
father showed less enthusiasm and was
dead asleep on the couch. I was always
a much more active television viewer
than my father, and I even had a batting
ritual whenever David Justice came up
to the plate. In order to help out the Atlanta slugger, I would grab my own bat
from my ballbag and proceed to step
into an imaginary batter's box. I would
watch the balls thrown by the opposing
pitcher on the screen and swing whenever I felt Justice should swing.
This particular evening, I really
laid into one of the imaginary pitches;
if it had been a real baseball, I would
have clobbered it. Unfortunately, the
strength of my swing slipped the bat
from my hands, and it went sailing
towards the sleeping bear on the couch.
Immediately, my jaw dropped. My entire life of eight years flashed before my
eyes as I watched the bat flip wildly in
the air ever closer to my sleeping father.
The bat finally landed on a cushion,
mere inches from my dad's stomach,
then it twisted violently before coming
to a rest on the couch next to his leg. I
stood motionless and held my breath
fearfully like a wounded wildebeest
does in front of a lion. I was waiting
for the first sign of movement from
my dad to dart out our front door, race
across the yard and begin a long life on
the streets. Times would be hard, but I
would be alive.
But, by the grace of God, my father

remained asleep — somehow oblivious
to the dangerous bat that rattled all
around him. Exhaling, I tiptoed over
to the couch to retrieve my bat, and
then silently returned to my imaginary
batter's box. Somehow, I didn't leam
my lesson and continued to help out
Justice with mighty swings from my
living room.
I now realized the potential risk
involved with my batting ritual but continued anyway. If the bat slipped from
my hand and hit my father, it could be
deadly. I simply chose baseball over
my well-being. After all, a life without
baseball wasn't worth living.
But professional baseball no longer
has that appeal to me. For the longest
time, I have felt guilty about losing
interest in the sport. America's pastime
is something that I once cherished but
can no longer force myself to watch
— joining the likes of professional
wrestling and Scooby Doo. Not watching baseball was basically turning my
back on an old childhood friend.
Recently, I have turned the tables
on baseball. My lost of interest in the
sport is not my fault — it's baseball's
problem.
There are a number of problems
today in baseball that contribute to my
growing lack of interest The steroid
fiasco is obviously the biggest problem.
Connected with drug use, the twomonth press coverage for the breaking
of Henry Aaron's home run aggravated
me to no end. ESPN also became the
A-Rod network periodically throughout
the season. Another problem is that the
current commissioner Bud Selig cares
more about the All-Star game than he
does about the World Series. I'm also
starting to believe this interleague play
kills the anticipation for the World
Series. This year's playoffs did little
to entice me, as sweeps of unexciting
series abounded. And in the end — surprise — the Red Sox won, a team many
had slated as the best team in baseball
for months.
These all contribute to my distaste
of professional baseball recently, but
another problem I'd like to focus on is
the saturation of Red Sox and Yankees
fans in the sport.

All my peers used to be Braves
fans. After all, Atlanta used to be the
only team that made sense to pull for in
the South.
But national marketing has had a
drastic effect on the baseball fan base.
Everyone now is either a Yankee or a
Red Sox, and it's sad that those two
teams have such a following amongst
people that have no connection to them.
People who were raised in the South,
with parents from the South, end up
pulling for New York or Boston.
I have no problem being around
fans from different teams, but it's hard
to see the swelling numbers of fans
from these powerhouse teams and not
roll my eyes. The majority of purebred Boston fans would scoff at the
supposed "Red Sox fans" in our area.
If you have never been to a game at
Fenway Park or heard of Ted Williams,
you are not a Red Sox fan. And similar
requirements go to Yankees fans.
Furthermore, these people often
switch their allegiances according to
sports — pulling for a club from a
different city such as the Indianapolis
Colts for football. You can't claim loyalties to a bunch of different places and
be respected as a serious sports fan.
Listening to arguments between
these trendy Yankees fans and Red Sox
fans is the absolute worst. Although the
two sides appear to hate one another,
they are strikingly similar.
Neither person has a solid grasp of
the team's history or has ever been to a
game. The fake fans are simply attaching themselves to a culture they want
to be a part of without doing any of the
work real fans do.
Highly effective marketing has
caused these teams to have too many
fans, and no one pulls for the home
team anymore. They are essentially the
Wal-Marts of baseball. These Southern
Yankee/Red Sox fans are feeding into
part of what's wrong with the sport
Rather than fight this batde, I've
decided to make a tactical retreat and
stop caring about professional baseball.
The false fan base of the Red Sox and
Yankees is too massive to combat
against I'm glad college baseball is just
around the comer.

field had become a more polished
version of our hell-raising tailgaters.
As I said before, the evolution was
occurring elsewhere as well.
Anyone who has ever experienced football tailgates at Clemson
knows that it is a sight to behold.
Clemson's tailgating environment
has drawn praise and respect from
many fans and critics alike over the
years.
It was our intention to introduce
the world to the spring season of the
sport of tailgating.
We brought out the tent to mark
off space. We brought out our pullfrom-behind cooker and deep-fryers to handle the food. We brought
tables and coolers to house the food
and drinks. We brought the tools of
the trade to take our game to the next
level, and did it pay off.
Friends would stop by our tailgate to hang out, completely apart
from the baseball game. It was as
though the tailgates had become the
primary event and the baseball game
was the backdrop. It was as though
people just needed a reason to do
it. You have to wonder why no one
has ever tried to tailgate on a weekday for class. Other groups began to
bring to tents and host tailgates for
large crowds. And as the crowds got
bigger, people began to wander back
towards to the game.
Senior Year(s) (2006, 2007)
Things began to level off at this
point for two reasons. First, I don't
think students could handle the intensity of a football tailgate two and
three times a week. Second, we had
an incredibly talented team in 2006.
This team won the ACC tournament
and made it to Omaha as the number
one overall seed of the postseason.
When there's a good team in town
people want to watch, and people
will get creative to make it happen.
At first, the idea of scaffolding
was a primitive one. Not everyone
has a spare bus to park for the sea-

son. People began to stand on anything from coolers to the fence in
an attempt to catch the action. On
several occasions, the in-game announcer had to remind patrons to
clear the area in front of the "batter's
eye," the large green wall in center
field placed to increase the batter's
visibility of the baseball. So if they
couldn't get in front, but they could
get beside, there was only one way
to go. Up.
The following year, platforms
and scaffolding began to emerge all
along the outfield fence. The wood
seemed to grow from the bushes as
though they were one. It was and
still is one of the most unique atmospheres I have ever seen. I loved
it. Apparently, so did a lot of other
people.
Master's (This year)
During the season opener against
Mercer last Saturday afternoon, a
radio announcer began to call attention to the various groups beyond
the fence. The Bushpigs. The Cheap
Seats. The Back Porch. The Busch
League. Every platform has begun
to develop its own personality, and
the team is responding. After redshirt sophomore Wilson Boyd hit
two homeruns in the third inning of
Sunday's game, he was greeted with
loud cheering by the Busch League
in left field.
He saluted the platform with the
respect of an ally in arms. Freshman
Chris Epps has a personal fan club in
center field. The Back Porch continually chanted out throughout the game,
spelling Epps' name for the entire
crowd to hear. There were even times
when the outfield platforms would
start cheers of "Clemson - Tigers"
from one to the other until the rest
of the crowd joined. However, one
group stands above the rest when it
comes to involvement with the team.
The Cheap Seats.
The Cheap Seats have been at
Clemson baseball games before my
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SPLASH from page Cl
Herrington along with teammates Brian Possee and Mengering placed 11th, 14th and 15th.
Possee swam a career best time of
1:39.51 seconds.
In the 100-yard breaststroke,
senior Andy Bergren finished fifth
with an NCAA-B cut of 55.12 seconds, also a school record.
Teammate Ruszka finished
11th overall with a time of 55.81
seconds. Eric Lane also pitched in
for the Tigers, winning the bonus
consolation final and taking over
a half second from his morning
swim.
Three Tigers competed in the
bonus heat of the 100-yard backstroke, Tom Recko, Jason Chatlosh, and Taylor Thompson.
Recko swam a personal best
time of 49.80 seconds and Thompson also had a career best time of
50.44 seconds.
The final event of the night
saw the first top-three placing for
the Tigers and much needed inspiration.
Recko, Bergren, Russell and
Farnham achieved a NCAA-B
qualifying time as well as a third
place finish with a time of 3:16.22,
narrowly missing the school record.
The Tigers were sixth going
into the final day of competition.
"It was hard to believe that
this was the last meet in which I
would be able to contribute to this
team," said Vahle, "But it helped
when I realized that we would
always have the memories and
friendships."
The final day of the ACC
Championships was one to remember, especially for the 11
seniors who were honored on the
bulk-head as part of an ACC tradition. These seniors held nothing
back and gave it their all in this
possibly their last swim meet of
their lives.
Gordon started the night off
right with an impressive swim
in the 1,650-yard freestyle, plac-

SEATS from page Al
This provided additional seating,
but no real opportunity for tailgating
innovation. True creativity continued
outside the stadium grounds.
The most drastic of changes
came in tailgating location. Our beloved right field location was taken
over for construction purposes.
Many students were now left
with sitting outside Doug Kingsmore
stadium without a view of the action.
My friends and I resorted to gathering around a pick-up truck, windows
down and radio up, listening to the
game with a slight advanced notice of
something big every time the crowd
cheered loudly from within.
While still an opportunity for
drinking, Jervey Meadows just was
not able to occupy our minds and attention as the game had done the previous year. Instead, that attention was
now focused on what any seasoned
veteran will tell you is crucial to the
tailgating experience: food and lots
of it.
My friends and I began to bring
small grills with a "bring your own"
mentality to food. We were only worried about feeding the handful of us
who attended baseball tailgates on a
regular basis, but, as more and more
people began to attend, the concern
of feeding people grew to a magnitude we couldn't handle with just a
George Foreman and a box of burgers. We needed heavy duty firepower
to support the growing army of baseball tailgaters. The next season, we
brought out the big guns.
Junior Year (2005)
Apparently, we weren't the only
ones concerned with food.
By the 2005 season, the metal
scaffolding in right field had reached
completion. I don't know who they
are, but the far-reaching aroma of
their cooking prowess let me know
early on that they knew what they
were doing with a grill. Currently
known as the "Cajun Kitchen," right
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ing ninth overall. Recko used this
momentum in his 200-yard backstroke, finishing fifth overall with
Tiger teammate Thompson placing
11th. These points were necessary
for Clemson to challenge for fifth
place.
Senior Farnham saw the medal
stand for a second time by capturing third in the 100-yard freestyle
with a time of 44.01 seconds, just
off the school record.
Teammates Russell and Vahle
picked up more points from the
final heat, finishing seventh and
eighth. Ruszka completed his final swim for Clemson with a 14th
place finish in the 200-yard breaststroke.
Lane and Bergren also got a
second swim, competing in the
bonus heat. Both improved upon
their times from the morning session.
Tying in a race does not happen often in events other than the
50- or 100-yard freestyle. However, the duo of Gordon and Mengering managed to tie for 12th place
in the 200-yard butterfly with a
time of 1:49.49 seconds. Angelini
placed 22nd in the bonus heat.
The final event of the evening
was one to remember. An all senior relay of Russell, Herrington,
Farnham and Vahle out-swam
Florida State to a third place finish in the 400-yard freestyle relay.
Their time of 2:57.30 will go up in
McHugh Natatorium as a school
record.
This marks the fourth school
record to fall in four days.
The Clemson Tigers finished
off the ACC Championships in
sixth place, but were not without
some outstanding swims by this
dedicated team. A few Tigers will
compete in the NCAA Swimming
Championships in March to potentially move Clemson into a top-25
ranking.
"I am honored to have been a
part of it all," Vahle said.

TEAM from page Cl
career even began. This group of students started as fans on a bus and has
become a baseball tradition.
The evolution of baseball tailgating is chronicled in the improvements
to their set-up. A bus became a wooden platform, which became stadium
seating. Coolers became couches,
which have since added railings and
a grill worthy of a patio deck. Yet the
importance of the Cheap Seats reaches beyond tailgating to deep within
the dugout.
At the end of every game, the
players stand and face the first-base
side, singing the Clemson Alma mater. Come the end of the song, every
player points their cap towards the
Cheap Seats, thanking them for their
support.
However, the emotional connection between the two groups can
be seen every time Clemson wins a
regional or super regional at Doug
Kingsmore Stadium.
In a Southern version of the Lambeau Leap, Clemson baseball players
are often seen running from the field
to the outfield fence, jumping up to
celebrate with their most dedicated
fans. However, the future may not
see the Cheap Seats if special care is
not taken.
The recent announcement of the
new Baseball Capital Campaign has
revealed the future plans to expand
seating to the leftfield outfield. This
will eliminate much of the current
platform seating, but it leads one to
wonder what will happen to other areas beyond the fence. It is my humble opinion that every care should
be taken to preserve the Cheap Seats
and the tradition they have become.
From appearances in collegiate
baseball video games to television
appearances, the Cheap Seats have
become the Howard's Rock of baseball. In the better part of a decade in
which I have been at Clemson, there
is no doubt in my mind that the Cheap
Seats are the best seats in the house.

fellow Under Armor All American Game
standout, Andre Ellington. Hailing from
Berkley High School, South Carolina's
top running back had an outstanding
game against the nation's top defenders.
Ellington brings speed, agility and great
pass-catching ability to the Clemson
running game and should be utilized in
many of the same ways as current Tiger
running back, CJ Spiller.
Harper and Ellington should feel
very fortunate to be entering the Tiger
fold with fellow classmates Antoine McCain, Dalton Freeman, Kenneth Page
and Matt Sanders.
These four will be standing large
in front of the two RB stars, paving the
way for countless 100-yard games on
the offensive line. McClain, one of three
signing day commitments for the Tigers,
spumed in-state teams Alabama and Auburn to play in the Palmetto State.
A 6-foot-6-inch, 330-pound tackle,
McClain is an imposing presence who
looks nothing like high school senior.
Offensive guard Matt Sanders is one
of nine commitments from the state of
Florida as the Tiger recruiting staff continues its strong presence in the Sunshine
State.
Clemson was also able to secure the
commitments of the top two offensive
linemen in South Carolina, Dalton Freeman and Kenneth Page. Freeman, a very
familiar face at Clemson games over the
past years, surprised no one in his decision after remain.

on Sloan
2 BR/ 2 Baths
Private and gated
Granite counter-tops,
Brazilian Cherry h/w
floors, Stainless appliances and heated pool.
$269,900

Call 639-118^
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l...drink...your...milkshake!"
Daniel Plainview
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nked No. 1 jock school
But luckily, we aren't the No. 1 party school.
LIZ HUNTER
STAFF WRITER

The results are in, ladies and gentlemen. That's
right, the time has come.. We can all stop waiting with
bated breath for the 2008 Princeton Review's "Best 366
Colleges," their annual report on how the nation's universities are stacking up.
Here at Clemson, obsessed with numerical rankings as we are, we pride ourselves with small numbers (just think - how many times have you heard the
number 27 so far this semester?).
And we got them this year, placing in the top 20 on
eight lists in six categories, including our No. 1 spot in the
Jock School category.
The annual report, which is made up of 62 rankings
across 8 categories, is compiled completely through
current student participation.
This year's report includes input from over
120,000 students nation-wide, according to the Princeton Review's website. The categories - Academics,
Demographics, Parties, Schools
by Type, Politics, Quality of
Life, Extracurricular and
Social - attempt to provide an insider's insight
into the aspects of college life that you won't
see reflected in the U.S.
News and World Report's
annual mecca of all that
is worthy in higher education, their "America's Best
Colleges" report (did I mention
the number 27?).
This year Clemson ranked in
some predictable categories; including our matching No. 12 spots in

both "Students Pack the Stadium" and "Everyone Plays
Intramural Sports" categories.
We also ranked expectedly in the categories reflecting
our proud college-town tradition: No. 11 in "Best Quality
of Life," No. 6 in "Gown-Town Relations are Great" and
No. 3 in "Happiest Students."
There is also my personal favorite: our No. 14 ranking in "Students Most Nostalgic for Ronald Reagan."
Clemson? Conservative? You don't say!
While the rankings paint a Utopian portrait of Clemson
as the happy-go-lucky jock school, the omissions in rankings seem to be more telling about what Clemson lacks
than anything else.
We were only ranked in one academic category, taking the No. 4 spot for "Best Career/Placement Services,"
which, while nice (mad props to Michelin), reflects what I
consider the sad march away from traditional and important liberal arts education and towards the university as job
training, complete with corporate partnerships.
Especially for our obsession with becoming a Top
20 school, we're going to have to figure out how to rank
in some other academic categories like "Best Classroom
Experience" or "Professors Get High Marks."
Clemson was completely void of recognition in two
entire categories, which can be considered a mixed blessing. We - not surprisingly and quite unfortunately - failed
to rank in the "Demographics" category, which mainly
reflects racial diversity and acceptance of sexual orientation.
The good news, though, is that we also failed to rank
in the Parties category. This is a good thing, because if we
had, I'm afraid they would have had to create a category
for us called "Most Culturally Insensitive and Offensive
Theme Parties."
And a heads up to freshmen: when people try to tell
you that Clemson is the No. 1 party school in the nation,
you'll know better. According to the report, we aren't even
in the top 20. It's okay, though. We've got another "Top
20" to worry about.

CTV brings movies to campus
New contract allows students living on campus to watch newly released movies.
ASHLEY CRISP
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Students on campus now can
catch the latest movies on Channel
99 from the comfort of their dorm
room. Clemson Television (CTV)
signed a contract that brings up to 18
movies a month to residents.
The contract was signed with a
branch of Swank Motion Pictures
called Residential Life Cinema. As
the name suggests, Residential Life
Cinema caters to the academic setting of a college campus.
CTV used this company in past
years as well. Originally the contract
was allotted to provide 48 movies
over four months. Due to delays,
movies did not run until Feb. 9.
In order to make up for lost time,
the station has been playing more
movies. Current movies include
"Superbad," "The Holiday," "1408"
and "Tranformers." The plan is to
continue with 18 movies through
March and April. Movies will be
chosen by Clemson students, most
likely through surveys.
CTV partnered with Residential
Hall Association (RHA) to start the
program on campus. RHA is providing 50 percent of the funding.
The other 50 percent is pro.vided by Undergraduate Student
Government.
Undergraduate
Student
Government provides funding to the
"Big 8." The Big 8 includes Central
Spirit, CLEMSONLiVE, Tiger Paw
Productions, Club Sports, University
Union, Greek Life, Leadership

Council and Student Media Advisory
Board.
CTV falls under the category of
Student Media Advisory Board. The
Undergraduate Student Government
uses student fees to provide funding for these eight organizations.
However, there are no additional
charges for those living on campus.
While currently running only
contracted movies, CTV soon hopes
to add student-produced shows to.
the schedule.
Shows currently in planning are
"Orange Alert" (a news show), "You
Know Clemson" (a show documenting Clemson) and "Green-Blooded
TV" (a comedy/variety show).
Additional short content will be used
to fill time until a regular schedule
of shows is prepared.
With its newfound growth, CTV
is seeking additional staff. The station only has nine members thus
far. "We've got room everything
from producers and board members,
to technical staff and actors," said
Patrick Moore, General Manager.
"We are also open to accepting
scripts or ideas, though their production relies on getting the resources
together."
While the contract runs only
through this semester, CTV plans
to renew the contract in Fall 2008.
However, it will depend on future
funding from Undergraduate Student
Government. A budget request process is under way and the results
will be announced in approximately
a month.
Despite
funding
from

Undergraduate Student Government
and RHA, CTV plans to one day
become a self-sustaining station
through advertisements.
The station is open to running student advertisements and
announcements but a lack of publicity and interest has hindered this
process..

The current goal of CTV is to
make advertising economical for
students and outside businesses.
. "CTV can be a fun place to
work, for all types of people," said
Moore. We just need a little time to
get people interested in being part of
what we do."
Tune into Channel 99 in fall

2008 to see what movies are in store.
Check out CTV's Web site for a
schedule of programming.
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by ORSON SWELLES

I'm not sure about the rest of you professor tell you that attendance is
guys, but my parents would be in com- your only grade, and then he flunks
plete shock and disappointment if I you for being in class every day. I
strolled home this semester with a .6 personally don't know how much
GPA.
more available condoms can be
Unfortunately, just last year, that's except if there was a Redfern
the GPA that was given to Clemson in blimp that rained down conTrojan's sexual health report card. In doms into students' backpacks.
a ranking of 100 division I-A schools,
Now I know it may seem like
Clemson was ranked 95. As a good I never talk about abstinence in my
comparator, USC was sitting pretty at articles, but there is a good reason
number 11 with a 3.0 GPA.
for that.
Maybe GPA isn't as important
If everyone was abstinent, a sex
to you as football, so imagine that column would be the most boring
Clemson is sitting at 95 in the AP polls thing in the newspaper. However,
right next to Duke, while USC is bat- if you are abstinent, don't feel like
tling it out for a BCS bowl berth at 11. Redfern or I are ignoring you. In
If this analogy doesn't irritate you, then fact, in a recent college survey, it was
I give up trying to make you care about shown that 39 percent of Clemson
anything at all.
students had not had sex in the past
To achieve these grades, people year.
from Trojan basically went poking
By all means, you can still
around college websites and tried to come by the health center, pick
find things like sexual health advice, up some abstinence packets,
STI testing, free condom awareness, gather up other non-sexually active
and other such criteria.
friends (by my calculations that makes
I think whoever was tasked to about 6,750 students) and go inform
grade Clemson must have been a for- others about the STI transmit rate
mer gamecock because they gave us among abstinent students (my guess is
F's in categories like "Sex Column, that it's pretty close to 0).
Q&A" and "Condom avail." I mean,
For those of us who are poking
the simple fact that you are reading this around and want extra security to go
column (which was around years before along with condom use, there are two
the report card) should warrant us at main options. The first is to ensure
least a C.
that you and others are not currently
To give an F is basically saying carrying any STIs. Please, get yourself
that my column is as valuable as a tested for these diseases if you have
blank page in the newspaper where stu- had sex with anyone that you did not
dents could draw pictures of what they know the sexual history of (or even if
think Chlamydia would look like as a you haven't).
"Simpsons" character.
The HIV test costs a mere seven dolWhile I feel that the report is inac- lars, and around the end of November,
curate, it does bring about thoughts that Redfern even does a week of free testmaybe our student body isn't as well ing for HIV. The results are extremely
informed on sexual health as it could confidential, and the only way to get
be.
your results is to show up in person at
Since this is the first issue of the Redfern 3-5 days after the test.
2007-2008 school year, and many of
I recommend getting tested for other
you freshmen may be hitting up par- diseases as well. Syphilis will cost you
ties this weekend, I thought we could $11, Gonorrhea/Chlamydia is $23, and
sit down for one last lesson before the if you really want to be sure that you
Labor Day weekend.
have a clean bill of health, you can get
First of all, in regards to the F we a Herpes test for only a little more than
received in condom availability I am the Gonorrhea one. This means that for
a bit perturbed. If you go down to the less than one Benjamin Franklin bank
health information floor of Redfern, note, you can be comforted in the fact
you will see a bookcase that has bags that you know how sexually healthy
of free condoms on top of it (which are , you are.
obtained by donation, not by student
On this line of thinking, the
fees).
HPV vaccine is another line of
Without interrogation, waiver sign- defense to look into. I could spend
ing, browbeating or mockery you can an entire article writing about the
slip down there during Redfern's hours HPV and its vaccine, but the gen(8AM-5PM) and grab a bag for your- eral point is that females between
self.
18 and 25 should get these shots to
Getting an F in this is like having a help prevent against cervical can-
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cer. There are three
$140 shots in the
series, and while
this is expensive, getting
the shots anywhere else will
cost
you more
due to
doctor
and
adminstration
fees.
For
more information, please talk
to the health department at Redfern,
because they have
many
more
answers than I
do, and they are
extremely helpful in this regard.
Lastly, Redfern is very useful in
the women's health area.
They have a resident nurse
practitioner who is the head of the
women's clinic, and from what I've
heard, she is many girls' best friend
around campus.
While the pharmacy carries all
types of birth control (the patch,
the ring and pills), it only has the
generic brand for the pills which run
about $16 a month, while the others
are more expensive.
As a last resort, you can go to
the nurses' station and get the plan B
pill without any prescription notice.
I know there is a swirling tempest of
debate about this pill, but for those
of you who need or would like to
obtain it, it is readily available.
All of the prices quoted here are
hinging on the fact that you have
paid a health fee, so don't try to
price match my article to Redfern
if you haven't paid this money. At
a Trojan conference in the spring,
I heard rumors of another sexual
health report that could come out as
soon as this year.
Allow me to be a mini-President
Barker here for a moment and say
that my goal is for Clemson to break
the top 20 in the Sexual Health card
as soon as we can.
The next time you are sexually
active, think about USC being 84
spots ahead of us and strap on a free
condom or take your birth control
pills as a small step in doing what
you can for the proud tradition of
this fine university.
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you get Gen. Ed. credit too. Sweet deal.

AquariUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Make friends with all your professors
even if you don't want to. It's the first step
in being able to slack off at the end of
the semester. Make them eat out of your
hand; it's often easier than you think.
Pisces (Feb.19-March20)
Go to Redfern and stock up on the free
condoms, even if you think you won't
need or use them. Statistics don't lie,
and now that you're at Clemson you're
just another statistic. Oh insignificant
freshman, go forth and (don't) multiply.
Aries (March 21-April 19)
You're unsure of your major. But at least
you have one. If you start out undeclared
you won't have another department to
demonize and rail against later in life.
Trust me, it's fun to have a whipping boy.
TaurUS (April 20-May20)
All the stuff of Hollywood college you
see on TV and in movies exists — but in
different guises that aren't as blatant. It's
a caricature. So what you see here is the
real deal. The real deal is always better.
Gemini (May 21 -June 21)
Missing class due to a hangover is
commonplace. Be unique: go to class
drunk—preferably on a presentation day
or something of the sort. Tell a professor
that stench is rubbing alcohol. He'll
understand.
Cancer (June 22-July 22)
Take Eddie Smith for COMM150. It's like
going to a comedian once a week, except

LeO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Exempting finals is a way of life; do so
whenever possible.
*
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Mow's your chance to not be one any
longer. Just open your legs behind closed
doors, please. No one wants to see that
in public.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Football is awesome. Learn this if you
don't already know. It's a mandatory part
of the lifestyle, so just go with it even if •
you don't like it. The Tiger's sports section
is a good place to start (shameless plug).
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Go Greek only if you're really sure you
should. Their life of brotherhood and »
fellowship is offset by many other things,
all of which you've already heard about.
Think carefully.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
I hope you're a little masochistic, because
that 8 a.m. calculus class you just
*
scheduled is going to be the bane of your
existence come October. In high school
it might not have been so bad, but things
change. You'll regret it.
*
Capricorn (Dec. 22-jan. 19)
a

You'll run out of cash for laundry because
you'll blow it all on booze, weed and late
nights atTaco Bell. Oh well, no one cares
about clean clothes anyway. Welcome tc*
college.

THE TOP
REASONS
WE LOVE FACEBOOK
BY CAITLIN BAKER

Everyone knows your relationship status. A relationship
is not official until it is put on Facebook, we know this. And a
relationship is not over until Facebook says that Susie and John
have ended their relationship. This is good because it saves
both Susie and John heartache since their friends will be sure
not to mention the break-up in daily conversation since the Mini
Feed has warned them of the latest heart-wrenching news.

We can see where everyone partied over the weekend as
soon as pictures are posted on Sunday night. This allows
everyone to see what they missed out on or to see who is
hooking up with whom. A picture is worth a thousand words,
but on Facebook, one bad picture could be the difference
between life and death.

Facebook keeps you updated with birthdays. It's hard to
remember everyone's birthday, but our little friend Facebook
will remind you days in advance. And when your birthday
rolls around and people write "Happy Birthday" repeatedly
on your wall, you'll feel like a king or queen for the day.

Wall-to-Wall. This is the epitome of how "he-said, she-said"
drama is created. We love to stalk the wall-to-wall posts of
our favorite friends, crushes or enemies, and we'll try to
interpret and decode every single inside joke listed there.

Facebook allows us to be as nosy as we want without
anyone actually seeing. Everyone knows that we are all
just as much of a Facebook stalker as the next person, but
this is just something that is taken as common knowledge.
It is not discussed. Everyone knows everything about everyone else just because of Facebook.
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ABSOLUTE HELL
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R.A. Westwood

CHARLIE AND SAM GRADUATE
But what if I want

-Charlief if ;ou want a girl,
iou }ust gotta get more
charisma points.

■

R. JOSEPH

Oh. Boa.... -Gosh, I guess „*ou
should get famous, like in a
ner.spaper or something.

a girl... Li', real lite

Little Billy was about to learn a valuable
lesson. Behind dosed doors, when Mommy
says, "Oh Jesus! Ride my ass," she isn't
offering the Son of God a steed to enter
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.

Sut aren't velin
a newspaper

right DOKl

■
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1
7
11
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
22
24
27
29
30
32
35
37
38
41
42
44
45

Meal
Gemini
Drowse
N.A. Indian
Triad
Entire
Performer
Invitation abbreviaton
Pair
West Coast Fl. city
Spookily
Central Time
Gone to lunch
Times
Retired persons association (abbr.)
Misplaced
Van Gogh's " Night"
Get out!
Civic center
Baron
Cola brand
Before, poeticallv
Bath

48
49
51
52
55
56
57
60
64
65
67
71
72
73
74
75
76

Phantoms
God of Old Testament
"as you _
Region
Ball
Parent
Fine cotton fabric
Circle, as in planets
Microgram
Rotating mechanism
Envisage
Also known as (abbr.)
Astringent
Grim
Neither's partner
Chest bones
Scan pattern used by tv's

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
21
23
24
25
26
28
31
32
33
34

DOWN
1 Radiation dose
2 Environmental protection agency (abbr)
3 Cake or Bread
4 Account (abbr.)
5 Popular stadium

-

36
38
39
40
43
46
47

Time in office
Classical composer
Tax agency
Devote
Uh-uh
Lowest point
Birds "thumb"
Clever plans
Luau dish
Scarlet
Social class
Forest god
Track
Tender loving care
Professional
Asian starling
Express disgust
Wnat a mosquito bite
does
Love flower
Sprayed down
Extreme
Grounded
Kine
Toilet
Dens(2wds.)

49
50
52
53
54
58
59
61
62
63
66
68
69
70

Jolt
Reduced (abbr.)
Capital of Jordan
Brand of Tile game
Author Poe
Seaweed substance
GS
Vigor
Thought
What Celestial
Seasonings makes
Scrape
Liable
Ball holder
Goof

Solutions
on D6
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1.
2.
3.
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Take up skateboarding the week the reflection

29. Go backpacking for an entire weekend.

pond is drained.

30. Study abroad — when else in your life can you

Locate the elevators in all buildings. If you can't

pick up and travel for months at a time?

find one, stop going there.

31. Get a meat and three lunch at the Esso.

Read at least one edition of The Tiger, The Tiger

32. Do somersaults in the hallway outside a class-

Town Observer, The Forum and Semantics.

room until the professor yells at you for distracting

4.

Go to a foam party at Y.N.K.

class.

5.

Be the harasser rather than the harassed on the
library bridge.

33. Listen to WSBF 88.1 FM for an hour everyday for
a week.

6.

Have at least one awkward squirrel encounter.

7.

See a panther or large dog on campus and report

friends to Rollercoaster Road and scare them to

it to the police.

death.

8.

Study on every floor of the library at least once.

9.

Get to at least 3rd base somewhere in the library.

10. See a movie at the Astro III.

34. If you are a designated driver, take your drunk

35. Swim in the reflection pond (bonus points if you do
it before spring cleaning).
36. Go to tents of people you don't know at a tailgate

11. Play frisbee golf across the campus.

when everyone's drunk and pretend you are best

12. See a play at the Brooks Center.

friends with them in order to get free food.

13. Explore the Underground Tunnels (and not get
caught).
14. Get the TTT "I'm Legal" T-shirt.
15. Watch the Tilman Hall clock change during daylight savings.
16. Play hide-and-seek/have a scavenger hunt in the
library.
17. Play night capture the flag on the golf courses by
campus.
18. Climb every good climbing tree on campus and
make people wonder why you are up there.
19. Get rabies from a feral cat.
20. Write for The Tiger.
21. Find all the airplane statues on campus.
22. Spend the night/have a rave party on the CAT
Bus's Red Route.

37. Sit front row at a Clemson volleyball game, grab
the information
38. Throw a

on Bowman field (insert your

own favorite tossable item). We recommend a
squirrel.
39. Eat breakfast at Harcombe, brunch at Clemson
House, lunch at Schilleter and dinner at Chili's
Too.
40. Go to the library specifically to get a coffee, talk to
friends and fall asleep.
41. Eat at least once at Mac's Drive-In, Dyar's, Paw's
Diner and Super Taco.
42. Go to the top of the Tillman Tower and watch them
play the bells.
43. Slide down the dike when it snows.
44. Spend at least one summer at Clemson.

23. Have a waffle at Harcombe.

45. Take a nap at the amphitheatre.

24. Shake hands with President Barker.

46. Go to the Pickens jockey lot.

25. Go to Friends Cafe and try hookah.

47. Get on the big screen at a football game.

26. Venture to the abandoned Newry Mill at midnight

48. Play golf on Walker Course.

and climb all the way to the roof.
27. Play an intramural sport.
28. Slide down Issaqueena Dam and find the rope
swing on Lake Hartwell.

49. Go see Mock Turtle Soup.
50. Run by a tour group of high schoolers and scream,
"Run for your life!"
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I have a lot of conversations with
myself. Some people may attribute
this to self-obsession, but I'm going to
blame it on an intense amount of creativity. Either way, I always imagine
friends coming up to me and giving
the typical friendly kind word about
my column. My imaginary conversations always end with my friends giving me a bit of criticism: "You seem to
love writing about rock, but you never
write a damned word about country
music."
Well, my dear imaginary friends,
I'm here to answer your call. I've
been meaning to write a diary, and this
seemed like the perfect excuse to do
it. So I set my DVR to record a solid
hour of Country Music Television and
sat down to enjoy. Thankfully, CMT
did a good job of mixing what's good
about country music, what's bad, and
everything in between.
0:00 - CMT starts out this block
with a little Keith Urban, so luckily
I'm not too lost. This song, the ballad
"Everybody" is a little bit slower than
I'm used to hearing from him, but I
suppose all I have to reference is his
old hit "Where the Blacktop Ends.".
The chorus just kicked in:
"Everybody needs somebody sometimes." Isn't that the chorus to a
Disney song? I'll refrain from commenting for the rest of the song.
0:09 - After a ridiculously early
commercial break, Emerson Drive's
"You Still Own Me" comes on. For
some reason I always get this band
confused with Rascal Flatts and
Diamond Rio. The first few crowd
shots have showed pre-teen girls, a
mid-20s couple and an older married
pair. This band desperately wants you
to know how accessible they are. I'm
not sold.

This band seems so watered
down they don't seem to be having
any fun.
0:14 - Blake Shelton's 2002 song
"Ol' Red" came on. Hey, I know this
one! If I squint, Shelton starts to look
like Eddie Vedder. I suppose I can
get past that. I'll give the song extra
credit for encouraging doggie love.
Somewhere, Bob Barker just got a
chill up his spine.
0:21 - The "Stealing Cinderella"
song I always hear on the radio is
on now. I have to come clean here. I
am a sucker for sappy country songs
that tell a story through the verses so
strongly that the chorus' words don't
change, but its meaning does.
"Red Rag Top" and that song
about not taking the girl come to mind
as strong examples.
0:25 - Almost on cue, Tim
McGraw pops on with his hit "Real
Good Man." My freshman roommate
used to play this CD all of the time,
and because his other favorite bands
were Hoobastank and Three Doors
Down, I grew to appreciate Mr. Faith
Hill by process of elimination.
This guy has managed to look
exactly the same for the past 10 years
of his career.
I think around age 28, I'm going
to go country and start wearing a
cowboy hat.
Still, this guy has managed to
write some of my favorite country
songs. Unfortunately, they're few and
far between when they're spread over
four or five albums.
0:35 - Ashton Shepherd is currently reminding me that I have yet to
see a video by Carrie Underwood or
Taylor Swift so far. I think the country
music gods have been angered by my
neglect to the genre. She plays the guitar, though, so we can forgive her for
not being your typical blonde countrypop bombshell. What we can't forgive
her for is the song "Takin' Off This
Pain."
0:38 -Ah, Toby Keith, I can enjoy
your music only when I separate it

from your persona, so I'm currently
smiling because "How Do You Like
Me Now" just came up. "I couldn't
make you love me/But I always
dreamed about living in your radio"
is such an amazingly bitter line.
How can you not get pumped
up for the guy? Plus, I never noticed
the cheerleaders in the video doing a
"suck it" cheer to the antagonists of
the song. Nice touch, Toby.
0:45 - How did I not know that
Garth Brooks and Huey Lewis did a
song together?
Oh, maybe it's because the video
is a complete pandering and insult to
the intelligence of the working class of
the. South. NASCAR must have paid
these two to film this commercial.
0:48 - Kenny Chesney's "Don't
Blink" comes on, so I'm focusing
on fighting back the teary eyes. It's
a great message, but the chorus kills
me every time. I would love to see the
numbers on high school sweethearts
getting married versus geographic
location. I would almost guarantee
you that it's more likely to happen in
the South and that you could contribute this to life imitating art. Country
music praises and idealizes the family
life.
If you grew up south of the MasonDixon, why wouldn't you think you'd
marry your senior prom date? It would
come up every time you turn on the
radio.
Somebody needs to research how
people's lives turned out compared to
what music they listened to when they
were growing up. How has nobody
else found this subject fascinating
enough to study?
0:56 - The last song of the diary
and the gods of country music decide
to throw me a bone in the form of
Kellie Pickler.
She's walking through a hallway,
presumably towards a dressing room,
but it looks like she has to walk at the
pace of the song: dreadfully slow. The
suspense is killing me. And she's...
taking the stage. After just a fast minute of research, "I Wonder" appears
to be an amazingly honest song about
leaving home to follow dreams and
setting out to prove something. It's a
song that Pickler herself had a hand
in writing.
Suddenly, this song is the exception that proves the rule. Nashville is
so packed with acts that have been
touched up and pre-packaged, that
actual, legitimate artists are lost in
the mix.
It's about time we started filtering
out the sand to find the gold. And that
is a conversation I'm sick of having
with myself.
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JONATHAN YONGUE
TIMEOUT EDITOR

The
four
"The Chronicles
Pevensie
chilof Narnia: Prince
dren return in this
Caspian"
sequel to 2005's
May 16
"The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe." Not technically
a sequel," "Prince Caspian" is the second
movie produced. Only a year has passed
since Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy were
in Narnia, but it has been over a thousand
for those in Narnia. In this installment, the
siblings seek to restore the rightful king of
Narnia, Prince Caspian, and overthrow the
evil King Miraz. With its special effects and
fantasy scenery, "Prince Caspian" is sure to
live up to its predecessor.
In the longawaited
fourth
installment of the
Indiana
Jones
series,
Harrison
May 22
Ford returns as an
older and wiser Jones. "Crystal Skull" is set
in 1957, and Indiana Jones is up against
Soviet Union agents, led by someone named
Spalko, played by Cate Blanchett. Both are
after the crystal skull. After waiting since
1989 when "Indiana Jones and the Last
Crusade" premiered, fans are sure to expect
the classic Indiana Jones, from the suspense
to the highly recognized soundtrack.

"Indiana Jones
and the Kingdom
of the Crystal
Skull"

After his disappointing 2006
"The Happening"
movie "The Lady
June 13
in the Water," M.
Night Shyamalan
("The Sixth Sense," "Signs") again tries to
freak out and blow moviegoers' minds with
"The Happening." Starring Mark Wahlberg,
the movie focuses around a family trying to
survive what is described as a devastating
national crisis. The mystery of those movie
surrounds the national disaster - my guess
is as good as yours as to what it actually
is. The trailer does nothing to enlighten the
viewer what is actually even happening;
which is what Shyamalan is all about.
Starring
the
almighty
Steve
Carell ("The Office")
as Maxwell Smart,
"Get Smart" is based on the 1965 series of
the same name. Maxwell Smart, or Agent 86
for CONTROL, is on a battle mission against
KAOS, an evil crime nemesis. The film stars
Anne Hathaway as Agent 99, an assistant
to Smart, Dwayne Johnson as Agent 23 and
Alan Arkin ("Little Miss Sunshine") as The
Chief. Who wouldn't want to see a movie
starring Steve Carell, who plays everyone's
favorite Michael Scott? That's what she
said.
"Get Smart"
June 20

mi
6-20

The
movie
takes place in
the year 2700,
"WALL-E"
and WALL-E is
June 27
of the last robots
assigned to pick
up trash on Earth,
which became inhabitable after trash covered the entire planet. Robots were left to
clean it up; but the mission failed, and WALLE left alone to complete his mission. That is,
until a beautiful robot named EVE shows up,
and he falls in love with her. And no, there
isn't any "you know" - it's a Disney movie,
for Heaven's sake.
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"Summertime Ballin'
By Max Thomason

Not much is
known about this
X-Files movie. It is
rumored, according to IMDB.com,
to be about X-Files characters Fox Mulder
(David Duchovny) and Dana Scully's (Gillian
Anderson) investigation of missing women
in rural Virginia. While the details are few
regarding the plot to the movie, fans of the
show should expect a thrill.
"The X-Files: I
Want to Believe"
July 25

I WANT TO
BELIEVE

TIMEOUT
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Amanda is from the suburbs of Atlanta
and a senior in her final semester at Clemson
University. Katie is from the suburbs of
Washington, D.C., and a transfer student
with one year left at Clemson University.

The Pre-game
Amanda: Katie had passed by Villa Novella
several times and suggested we should eat
there one evening. I was surprised to learn
how close it was to our apartment complex in
Central! The only other Italian restaurant I had
been to was Olive Garden, so it was nice to try
another Italian place that didn't take more than
20 minutes to get to.
Katie: I had seen Villa Novella's sign passing through Central and was curious. After seeing an ad for it, I knew we had to stop in.

The Scene

A Look at the Menu
Amanda: Villa Novella's menu features a variety of pasta dishes, seafood, meat and chicken.
For appetizers there are several choices such as
calamari, marsala mushroom crepes, hot artichoke
parmesan dip and their soup of the day. There are
also dessert and dessert wine menus available. For
anyone that can legally drink there is a nice selection of American wines, Italian wines and beers.
Katie: The drink list boasted many Italian
wines (I tried and recommend the Stella Pinot
Grigio) as well as imported beers. The food menu
was formatted with Italian headings, antipasti, primi
piatti, secondi piatti and contort, which Amanda
and I guessed on for the translations.

Amanda: Katie convinced me to share the
calamari appetizer with her and I am glad I did. The
peppertini aoli dip added a nice garlic spice flavor
to the lightly-breaded calamari. For my main course
I wanted to try something new, so I chose the potato
gnocchi with goat cheese and pepper alfredo. I had
never heard of potato gnocchi but was pleasantly
surprised at how good it tasted. The food was so
delicious and filling that I just had to take what I

couldn't finish home with me. I am a red wine kind
of girl so I had to ask the owner, John, which Italian
red wine he preferred. He recommended a glass of
the Banfi Centine Toscana.
Katie: We started off with calamari for an
appetizer. It arrived lightly breaded and instead of
the usual red marina, it came with a peppertini aoli
sauce. The calamari was my favorite dish of the
night and the peppertini aoli was a nice change
with a kick to it I had a really tough time deciding
what I wanted to order, because the menu had such
a variety of dishes. I decided on the yellow fin tuna
cooked medium rare with a white bean in olive oil
side or "contori"( see, I caught on). The tuna as
well as the white beans were delicious with various
spices and tomatoes on it for an Italian flair.

Impressions
Amanda: This small Italian restaurant in Central
has a lot of potential. Although it was short staffed,
the food was delicious. It is definitely a familyfriendly restaurant that you can take your parents to
when they visit Clemson or a romantic dinner date
for that someone special.
Katie: Villa Novella is a great, homey Italian
restaurant tucked away in Central. I would love to
come back and sit at their bar and sample more of
their Italian wines. It would also be a great place to
host a semi-formal or a party. Ciao, Bella.
217 W. Main Street

Reservations Accepted-

Central, S.C. 29630

Lunch and Dinner Only

(864) 639-0079

Tuesday - Saturday

www.villanovellasc.com 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Love
SBEQfcBATH

$469

PER PERSON

AT ClEDlSOn

•Fulylumtehed
• FREE Vyfeter, Cable,*Highspeed Internet
• 2 Resort Style Pools
• Ertertairwnent Room W Surround Sound
• Internet Cafe
• Computer Lab vi<CopietfPrinter
• 24-Hr. Courtsey Officer
• Monthly Social Functions
• Same Day Maintenance
• Friendly Orvsrte Office Staff
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meet new friends. There is also outdoor seating
available during warm months. The owner and his
wife are friendly and usually there every evening
to serve you.
Katie: Walking up to Villa Novella, you are
greeted by twinkling lights adorning the houseturned-restaurant and the faint sound of Sinatra
playing in the restaurant. There are tables scattered
on the lawn and front porch allowing for outside
seating. Once inside the vibrantly painted restaurant, 1 felt a very family-oriented vibe and that this
is a place to come and catch up with an old friend.

The Taste Test
Amanda: A very "homey" feeling. The restaurant looks like a house from the outside, and once
you step inside it gives the feeling of a comforting
Italian family home opening up its kitchen just for
you. The three dining rooms are filled with booths
and tables and can be easily set up for large groups
if needed. A separate bar section is adjacent to one
of the rooms for those who want to eat, drink and
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BE A TIGER WHO CARES

TOIVITXEK!
TIGERS WHO CARE
TWC@CLEMSON.EDU
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICE
COMMUNITY_SERVICE-L@CLEMSON.EDU
" WWW.CLEMSON.EDU/STUDENTAFFAIRS/COMMUNITYSERVICE
CENTER FOR STUDENT INVOLVEMENT * DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
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Free Water, Cable & High Speed Internet • 24-Hr. Courtesy Officer
Monthly Social Events
Fully Furnished
Friendly On-Site Office Staff
Same Day Maintenance
Volleyball and Tennis Courts
t=J &

700 Berkeley Place Circle Clemson, SC 29631 | 864.653.9500 | www.myownapartment.com

